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PREFACE 


This essay on fche origin of the Bengali Script was 
originally written by me in my mother tongue at the 
suggestion of the late Acharya BSmendra Snndara Trivedli 
Principal of the Ripon College, who to my great regret 
has not lived to see its publication. Principal Trivedi 
intended to publish this essay in the Journal of the Badglya 
Sshitya Parifad) ai which learned Society he was the 
Secretary and one of the founders. At the suggestion of 
the Hon’ble Justice Sir AiSutosa Mukho^i^hyaya, Sarasvatb 
Sfistra-YSobaspati, it was translated into English and 
submitted with Principal TrivedPs consent for the Univei^ity 
of Calcutta Jubilee Research Prize which was awarded to 
me in 1913. The publication of this work was undertaken 
by the University of Calcutta at the direction of the 

a liable Justice Sir ASutoi^ Mukhop3dhy%'a, Sarasvatt, 
tra-VSehaspati, Kt., C.S.I., M.A., D.L., Ph D., B.Sc., 
etc., then Vice-ChancellQr of the University. 

1 am indebted to my teacher the venerable Pandit 
MahamahopSdhyaya Hara PrasSda iSsstrT, M.A., C.I.E., 
formerly ?*rincipal of the Government Sanskrit College, 
Oalcu&ta, and now President of the Asiatic Society of 
‘Bengal, and Dr. D. B. Spooner, B.A., Ph.D., P.A.S.B., 
formerly Superintendent, Arohmological Survey, Eastern 
Circle, and now Officiating Director General of Archseo- 
logy in India, for many corrections and valuable sugges¬ 
tions. My friend Mr. Surendranath Kumar has helped me 
greatly by translating portions of works in German and 
French for my use. My pupil Prof. Kalidas Nag, M.A., of 
the Scottish Churches College, Calcutta, has revised the 
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type-written manuscript twice and has corrected many of the 
^ proofs. My thanks are due to Sj. Hemclnoidra OosvSml, 
Extra Assistant Commissioner, Ghkuhati, Assam, fo^ 
pointing out the modern Bengali inscription recording the 
dedication of the image of AmrStakelvara at KSmikhyS 
liear Gauhati in Assam. To my friend Pandit Vasanta 
Rahjana RSya Vidvadvallabha Kaviralijana, the Custodian 
of the manuscript collection of the BangTya Sshitya Parisad, 1 
owe a deep debt of gratitude. Mr. RSya has enabled me to 
complete the history of the development of the Bengali 
Script by collecting transitional and final forms from the 
manuscript of Canrjidftsa’s Efcna Klrttana, discovered by him 
in Bankura, a task which 1 could never have succeeded in 
completing without his aid. I am indebted to the Council 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal and the Executive 
Committee of the Batlglya Sfihitya Parisad for permission 
to photograph and reproduce certain pages of a manuscript 
of the BodhiebarySvatSra of l^ntideva, written in 1492 
V. E., and of the Ki^^a-Klrttana of CandldSsa. ^ 

Poona, 

20lk Augustf 19J9, j 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 


The arrangemnxl, 

•In an essay on the orif»-in and development of the 
Bengali script, one must necessarily follow the steps of the 
late Ilofrath Pr. Georg BUhler, the father of the science 
of Indian Pahrography. Thoiigh Burnell^s work on the 
subject was published long ago, the accuracy of the 
narrative and the seientitie arrangement (»f Biihler^s work 
have made his claim to the title indisputable. Ilis Imhsehe 
Pidamji'ifphie was jnddishod in 181)0, as a part of the 
Grxf/uh'ifts (/nr iiK/o-nrlfxcheu Phib^/dtjk uiul J/lerfianskidK/e, 
organised by that indefatigable publisher. Dr. Karl J. 
Triibner of Strasshurg. The work, as a matter of 
course, was short and concise, and dealt with the develop¬ 
ment of Indian alphabets up to the l:ith century A. D. 
The development of the alphabets, from B. C. 351) to 600 
A. 1)., is <*learly doseribed in this work. But after that 
period, lack of materials obliged the learned author to 
consider the development of the Northern alphabet as a 
whole, and not according to its varieties The discoveries 
made during the last sixteen years have re ulered it possible 
t(J take up that work now. The arrangement followed in 
these pages is mainly that of Dr. Buhlcr’s from the dawn 
of the historical jieriod to the 0th century A. D., but is 
different with regard to the subsequent period.s. In latter 
periods, more attention has been paid to specimens 
from North-Eastern India, and the latest discoveries added 
to the list of epigraphs, have been analysed. Tims,, the 
inscriptions on the railing-pillars at Bodh-Gaya have been 
placed in their proper position in the chronological order 
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according to the new light thrown on them. In the Gupta 

period, the addition of a new variety of the alphabet is 

now possible, owing to the discoveries df the remains of 

ancient Indian civilisation in the deserts of Central Asia. 

■ « 

Fresh discoveries have also made it possible to trace the 
gradual displacement of the Eastern variety of the 
Northern alphabet by the Western one, in the 5th and, 6th 
centuries A. D., and to determine the exact epoch of the 
final displacement. Finally, new materials have facilitated 
the determination of the type specimens of each variety, in 
each particular century, with a nearer approach to 
accuracy. 

From the 7th century onward, it has been found 
impossible to follow the arrangement in Dr. Biihler's work, 
as the development of the Eastern variety from COO-1100 
A. D. has not been clearly shown there. In the following 
pages, the alphabets of the North-Eastern inscriptions of 
the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. have been separately 
analysed. In the 8th century, we find three different varieties 
of the alphabet in Northern India, or more strictly four, 
if wc count the alphabet of Afghanistan, which is as yet but 
little known. The Western and Afghanistan varieties were 
developed from the old Western variety, while the Centml 
and Eastern varieties were evolved out of the old Eastern. 
The Eastern variety lost ground and its Western boundary 
gradually receded eastwards. The development, of the 
Eastern alphabet only, has been followed in these pages. 
It has become possible to show, that proto-Bengali forms 
were evolved in the North-East, long before the invasion 
of Northern India, by the Nagar! alphabet of the South- 
West, and that NSgar! has had very little influence upon 
the.development of the Bengali script. The chronology 
of the P&la dynasty of Bengal, and specially their relations 
■with the Gurjjara-PratlhSras have been settled from 
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synchronisms, and a detailed discussion of the subject 
will'be found in my monograph on the Palas of Bengal ‘ 

. It is evident that NSrSyanapala preceded MahendrapSla 
and Magadha, specially the Western portion of it was 
included for sometime in the Empire of the Gurjjara- 
P4htl!is ras. The establishment of this sequence is of the 
utmost importance, as it enables us to treat the analysis 
. of Pala records, which are dated in the majority of cases 
in regnal years, with more confidence. 

With the introduction of the N^ari script in the 
10th century, the Western limit of the use of the Eastern 
alphabet was still further reduced. In the 11th century, 
we find that, there is very little similarity between the 
alphabet used in Benares and that used in GayS. The 
progress of the changes has been very rapid, and we find' 
the complete proto-Bengali alphabet in the 11th century 
A.D. Ill the 12th century, we find further changes, which 
make the formation of the modern Bengali alphabet 
almost complete. The final development of certain letters, 
such as i, ca and na, are not noticeable until after the 
Muhammadan conquest. The dearth of records of the 
18th and 14th centuries A.D., both manuscript and* 
^igraphic, makes it impossible to follow the develop¬ 
ment of these letters in this period. The shoek of the 
Miihammedan conquest paralysed Eastern India, from 
which it never recovered entirely. The blow stunned 
literature, prevented its growth during the first two 
centuries after the conquest, and a partial revival was 
made only in the 15th century. The revival received a 
&eBh impetus from the NeorVaii^navism of Caitanya and< 
his followers. With the paralysis of literature, the> 
development of the alphabet also stopped. Very few 


^ MemoirB of Alialio Sooi^y of Qe^gal, Tol. Y, Ft. 111. 
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changes havej indeed, been made in the Eastern alphabet 
from the 12th century A.D. down to the nineteenth. 
Such changes, as are noticeable, were'made during the 
15th and 16th centuries, and have been illustrated by the 
alphabet used in two Mss. written in Bengali;— 

(1) ^antideva’s BodMcari/avafarn, copied in VikVania 
Samvat 1492 (1435 A.D.), discovered by Mahamalio- 
padhySya Haraprasada J^astri, C. I. E., in Nepal and 
purchased by him for the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
(No. G. 8067.) The complete colophon of this ms. has 
already been published by me in my monograph on 
Saptagrama.' 

(2) Candidasa’s Krsna-Klrffana, a new nrork dis¬ 
covered by Pandit Vasantarafijana Raya, Yidvadvallabha, 
the Keeper of the ms. collection of the VangTya-Sahitya- 
Parisad. Though the material is paper, the script makes 
it impossible to assign the ms. to any date later than the 
14th century A.D. 

The completely developed alphabet has not changed 
at all during the 17th and ISth centuries A.D. In the 
19th century, the vernacular and classical literature 
received a fresh impetus, as the result of the contact with 
the West, but the alphabet ceased to change. Its foi'ms 
were stereotyped by the introduction of the printing press, 
and it is not likely that in future it will change its forms 
in each century. 

B, The limits of the use of the Eastern Variety. 

From the beginning of the Empire of the Mauryas 
till the downfall of the Imperial Guptas, Allahabad and 
its immediate neighbourhood formed the western 
limit of the use of the Gupta alphabet. The western 


» J. A. S. B. (N. S.), Vol. T, p. 253* 
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limit is the most important one, as this was the only 
limit which changed its position. Upon the formation 
of a Western .variety in the North-Eastern alphabet, 
this limit gradually receded eastwards. In the 8th 
century, 'Benares formed the eastern boundary of the 
iWicgtern variety, but in the beginning of the 11th century, 
Vve find that the limit has receded further East. In the 
12th century, both varieties were being used in Magadha, 
as is shown by the Goviudapur Stone Inscription of the 
^aka year 105y,* and the Bodh-Gaya Inscription of Jayac- 
candra.^ After the Muhammadan conquest, the Western 
variety gradually spread itself over the whole of South 
Bihiir or IMagadha, and the use of the Eastern variety was 
confined to the western limits of Bengal proper. The 
use of the Eastern variety, however, lasted in Magadha 
till the l-Ith century, when we find it in votive inscriptions, 
on Hag-stones in the court-yard of the Great Temple at 
Bodh-Gaya,® and in a new inscription discovered by 
Mr. Lai Bihari Lai Singh, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, Bihar. The Oii,y%-Prapitdmahesvara temple 
inscription of V. S. 1257 and the Umga Hill inscription of 
Bhairavqndra^ (V. S. 14*96 = 1139 A.D. ) show that 

NSgari had entirely displaced the Eastern variety in 
Magadha. 

In the north the snowy mounttins formed the 

northern limit. But in the north-east the Bengali 

alphabet was adopted in Assam, where not only in the 

Kamauli grant of Yaidyadeva, but also in other 
inscriptions, Bengali characters have been exclusively 

* Epigraphia Indioa, Yul. II, p. 333. 

* Memoirs, A. S. B., Vol. V, pi. xixv. 

® Ounningham’s Archaeological Survey Reports, Vol. I, PI. II, 
Nos. 1 A 2. 

* J. A S. B. (N. S.), Vol. II, p. 29. 
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used. In the Assam plates of Vallabhadeva* of the 
Saka year 1107»1185 A.D.' we find archaisms, which 
larked in the backwoods of civilisation. In the east the 

Bengali script was also being used in Sylbet, where similRr 

• • 

archaisms are to be met with in the Sylhet grants of 
Kesavadeva ^ and Isinadeva.^ In the south 
Bengali script was used throughout Orissa. . We find 
proto-Bengali script in the Ananta Yfisudeva temple 
inscription of Bhat^ Bhavadeva at Bhuvaiiesvara, and 
the modem Bengali alphabet in the grants of the GEnga 
Kings Nrsiihhadeva II * and Nrsiihhadeva IV. ® 
The modern cursive 0(|iy5 script was developed out of the 
Bengali after the 14th century A. D. like the modem 
iUsamese. 



* Epigraphia Indica, Vol. V, p. 183. 

* Proceedings, A. S. B., 1880, p, 148. 
> [hid, p. 162. 

* J. A. S. B., 1896, Ft. I, p. 285. 

“ J5id, 1896, Ft. I, p. 136. 




CHAPTER li 

The Northern Indian Alphabets (B.C. 350—A.D. 600). 


A. The Older Maurya Alphabet. 

* 

Leaving aside the various theories about the origin of 
the ancient Indian alphabet, we turn to examine, it as 
it has been found to exist at the beginning of the historical 
period. It is sufficient for the purpose of the present 
article that Dr. Buliler recognised the antiquity of the 
Indian Alphabet in Adoka’s time. ** The existence of so 
many local varieties, and of so very numerous cursive forms, 
proves, in any case, that writing had had a long history 
in ASoka^s time and the alphabet was then in a state of 
transition.'* * The alphabet is also recognised to be “ a 
script flamed by learned BrShmans for writing Sanskrit.**^ 
The earliest Indian inscription is the record on the 
PiprSwa vase discovered in 1898. It can be proved on 
palatograph ical grounds that the forms of Brahml 
letters used in incising this record are older than 
those of Asoka’s inscriptions. The vases found in 
the Stupa at Piprawa contained according to one 
authority the relic (Sartra) of Buddha himself,® and 
according to another, those of his kinsmen of the l^akya 
clan.^ It has been surmised that the st&pa was raised 
over the relics of the iSakyas, who were slain by 
Virudhaka, King of Kodala, during the life-time of Buddha 


* Biihler’s Indian Palaeography (Eng, fid.)^ p. 7. 

* Ibid, p. 17. 

* J. B. A. 8., 1896, p. 388. 

* J. .R. A. S., 1905, p.68a 
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himself. Consequently the date of the PiprawS inscrip¬ 
tion must lie either in the 5th or the 4th centuries B.C. 

t 

PaliDographical evidence fully supports this conclusion:, 
the archaic forms of the ilrahini alphabet foupd on the 
Persian sifflot, which went out of the general use in 
ASoka^s time, are found to have been used in the insJcrip- 
tion. An analysis, of the characters of this inscription, 
would be out of place here, as it does not properly belong 
to the Eastern variety of the Maurya alphabet. It 
serves to indicate the upper limit of the use of the alphabet 
of this period. The lower limit has been fixed by Biihler 
at 200 B. C.* The seals, found by Cunningham at 
Patna,*'* which according to Biihler belong to the period 
when Brahml was written boushophedon (/SovcrTpo</i7r8ov), 
were really seal-matrices, like the Rohtasgaflli Rock 
seal-matrix of the Mii/iaHanianfadhiimfi f^asaiika.® 

B, rurieties of the Older Maurya Alphahd. 

In 1896, Biihler admitted the existence of two 
distinct varieties of this alphabet, viz :— 

(i) the Northern : to be found in the rock-edicts at 
Kslsi, the pillar-edicts at Allahabad, Riidhia, Mathia, 
NiglivS, Paderia and RSmpurwa, the minor rock-edicts 
at BairSt, Sahasram, the inscriptions of the Barabar 
caves and Ssfici and Sarnath pillars ; 

(u*) the Southern : to be found in the-rock edicts at 
Girnar, Dhauli and Jaugada and the minor rock-edicts at 
Siddapura. 

Biihler already noticed the existence of varieties, at 
this period, in the Northern Maurya alphabet. “Even 


^ Indian Palroograpliy ("Eng, Ed.), p, 83. 

* Cnnningham’s Arch. Survey Report, Vol. XV, PI. III. 

* Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptions,'p. 383, PI. xliii B. 
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the writings in the northern versions are not quite 
homogeneous.. The pillar edicts of Allahabad, Mathia, 
^igliva, Paderia, Hudhia and Hampurwa form a very 
closely ooiioeeted set, in which only occasionally minute 
differences can be traced, and the edicts of Bairat No. I, 
SahasVam, Barabilr and 8aBci, di) not differ much. A 
litlle*further off stands the Dhauli separate edicts (where 
Edict VH has been written by a different hand from 
the rest), the Delhi-Mirat edicts and the Allahabad 
Queen’s edict, as these show the angular da. Very 
peculiar and altogether different is the writing of the 
rock-edict of Kiilsi, with it, some letters on the coins of 
Agathocles and Pantaleou (hut also some in the Jaugaeja 
separate edicts), agree. Perhaps, it is [lossible to sjieak 
also of a North-Western variety of the older Maurya 
alphabet.”^ 

Thus Biihler distinguishes three different sub-varieties 
in the Northern Maurya alphabet. According to their 
geographical distribution, they may be classified as 
follows :— 

(а) The, Nortli-Eastern—found in the Allahabad, 
Radhia, Mathia, Uainpurwa, Nigliva, Paderia and the 
S3rn3th pillar edicts. The Earthen seals found at 
Patn5“ (seal matrices bearing the invert id inscriptions 
N^ida^a and Atfapalasa) as well as that found by 
(!mnningham at Bodh-Gaya* {Mokhulhiam) belong to this 
period. 

(б) The North-Central—found in the rock-edicts at 
Bairat and Sahasram, the pillar-edicts at 8afici and Delhi 
andihe cave-inscriptions at Bar3b3r. 


‘ Ihid, p. 34. 

* Cunningham’s A rohtcological Survey Rop,, Vol. XV, PI. HI. 1, 2. 
^ Ouuningham’s Mahabodhi, PI. XXIV, p. 1. 
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{e) The North-Western—represented by the characters 

of the Kalsi rock-edicts and tlie letters on the coins . of 
the Greek kings x4.gathocles and Pautaleon. 

In this paper we are concerned only with -the North- 
Eastern variety, of the older Maiirya-alphabet, and such 
inscriptions of the Northern Central variety as are to be 
found in North-Eastern India. A detailed description of 
the older Maurya alphabet would also be out of place here, 
as it is not yet possible to improve upon Dr. Euhlur’s 
admirable description of it. Consequently, one has to 
remain content, simply with the noting of the peculiarities 
of the alphabet as found in different inscriptions. Among 
vowel signs the only letter to he noted is the initial 7 which 
has been found in one of the inscriptions on the railings 
around the great temple at Bodh-Gaya, where Biihler 
reads Idagimitasa for hhdagimifasa read by Cunningham.* 
But in reality, the characters of this inscription belong to 
the younger Maurya alphabet, as shov. n by Bloch. Among 
the consonants the form of kha found in one of the inscrip¬ 
tions at Bodh-Gaya,^ with a triangle as its base, should be 
noted, but this inscription also, belongs to the younger 
Maurya alphabet. The only instance of na, among the 
inscriptions of this period, is to be found in the mason’s 
marks on the pillars of Buddha^s walk, inside the temple 
enclosure at Bodh-Gaya. Cha with two loops, one on each 
side of a vertical straight line, instead of a circle dividerl 
into two unequal parts, have also been found among the 
mason's marks on the pillar-bases of Buddha’s walk. The 
usual form of ja^ is the Northern form with a loop or a dot. 
Other letters do not call for special attention but forms of 
the test letters ya, lay m and ka may be noted. The form 
oif ya is essentially the Northern one, which Biihler calls 

* MahSbodTii, PI, X, Nos, 9 and 10. 

* Ibid, PI. X, No. 5» 
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the “ notched The form of la is generally cursive. 

One important exception is to be found, in the extremely 
cursive form, used in the Jaiigada separate edicts, which is 
essentially the same to be found in the Eastern variety of 
the Early Crupta alphabet of the 4th and 5lh centuries 
A.D. . The position of the Jaugada edict is somewhat 
peculiar. The edicts of Dhauli and Jaugaeja, though rele¬ 
gated to the Southern variety of the older Maurya 
al})habet, stand in an intermediate position. ‘/The 
Southern variety is most strongly expressed in the Girnar 
and Siddapura edicts, less clearly in the Dhauli and 
Jangada edicts by difPerences in the signs for a, kha, 
jay ma, ra, suy the medial /, and the ligatures with 
Most probably, the cursive forms of k f and found in the 
Jaugaiia se|)arate edicts, were imported from Northern 
India, as will be seen later on. In the North-Eastern 
variety, the usual form of ka is also cursive. The extremely 
cursive form of this letter, in the Jangada separate edicts, 
is peculiar and an importation from the North.* This 
statement is corroborated by the discovery of a slightly 
different cursive form in the Allahabad separate edicts, line 
1 in the word mahamata. , 

Tke Younger Manrga Alphahei. 

The last eight coliimjis, of Plate II of I-iihler’s tables, 
,«rt?present the younger Brahmi alphabet of Northern India. 
The letters are taken from six series of inscriptions— 

(j) The Nagarjuui cave-inscriptions of Dasaratha, 
ca. SiOO B.C. 

(«i) The inscriptions on the Toranaa, railing-pillars 
and cross-bars of the Bharhut Stupa, ca. 1.50 B.C. 


‘ Ind. Paleuo. (Ei»g. Ed.), p. 3-i. 

* Bnrgcss, Stu|»a of Amar&vatl, p. 125. 
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(eVf) Tbe cave inscriptions at Pabhosa in the United 
Provinces, c%. 150 B.G. 

r ' 

(iv) Tbe oldest inscriptions from MathunEl. These 
letters are principally taken from the oldest inscriptions 
discovered by Dr. A. Fuhrer during the excavations at 
Kankalt TtlSf but the most ancient inscription from the 
district of MathurS was discovered by Cunningham at 
Parkham. This inscription is incised on the base of 
a mutilated image of Yaksa, at present in the Archseolo- 
gical Museum atMathurS*. Most probably its characters 
belong to the younger Maurya alphabet. 

(t?) The HilthigumphS inscription of Khdravela of 
Ralinga, ca. 160 B. C. 

(r») The NSn3gbSt inscriptions of the Andhras, 
ca. 150 B. C. 

Among these, only the NSgftrjunl cave*inscriptions 
of DaSaratha can be said to belong to the North Eastern 
variety. During subsequent years one other group 
has been added to tbe above list: 

(vu) The inscriptions on the railing-pillars around 
the great temple at Boilh-Gaya, The late Dr. Theodor 
Bloch drew attention to the fact that ‘*the older part of 
the Bddh-GayS railing was put up in the middle of the 
2nd century B. C., about 100 yearn after the time of 
A$oka*^.^ The cave-inscriptions of DaSaratha are about 
half a century older than those on the railing pillars ct 
Bodh-GayS. The following points are worth noting on the 
alphabet of the cave inscriptions:— 

; (1) the form of la closely resembles, tbat of the 

extremely cursive one, found in the Jaugacja separate edicts 
(see p, 14) ; 

* GtBuiifighaw, A. S. B!,- Vdl. XX, p. 41, PI: VI.; Vogel, Oat. of 
Areh. Kasottwi'ai ItatBura^ i91(^ p. 83, 0.1. 

* . Annual Bap. Arch, Snrre jot In4{^ 1908-9, p. 147. 
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(2) the form of lingual na is peculiar and resembles 

• j 

the form found in the Kalsi edicts, probably, it was the 
precursor of the looped lingual 6a found in Bastern India 
in the 4th or 5tb centuries A.D.; 

(3) the foim of ha is primitive and resembles that 
of the Siddapura edicts 

(4) the form of aa shows an advance—the upper hook 
has been lengthened to form a slightly slanting second 
horizontal line. 

The form of the remaining letters in Column XYII 
of Plate 11 of Biihler’s work does not call for remarks. 
The inscriptions on the railing-pillars and cross-bars 
at Bodh-Gayil exhibit further changes, though they were 
incised only about fifty years after Dasamha’s time :— 

{a) a shows two forms. In the word Amoghan the 
first letter is decidedly of southern appearance^ (e.y. Pi. 
II, Col. VIII, 1.); the other form is to be found in the 
various inscriptions of the noble lady Knrangi and 
resembles that used in the HsthigumphS inscriptions 
(PI. II, Col. XXI, 1); 

(iS) ka has invariably the dagger-shaped form which 
was current up to the, end of the 6th century A.D. and 
was formed by the elongation of the vertical line of 
the older Maurya form, cf. ka in Tabapanaka!^ ^ 
Kuraiigige^y Sakapntrasa*, Cetika^ ; 

(e) kha occurs once only, in Boihiifakhitaia^ where 
it resembles the form used in the oldest inscription in 
MathurS (PI. 11, Col. XX, 10); there is a very slight 
difference between these two forms, the Eastern variety 
form as found in the Bodh-GayS inscription, being 
slightly longer than that of the Western variety; 

1 Bflhler’s iQdiaa palwogiSphy, p. 36. • Ib^ PI. X, 4-7, 0—10. 

• Oanningham's HahAbodhi, FI. X, 2. » Ihd, PI. X, 8. 

• IMd, PI. X, 10. • ftW, PI. X, 9,10. * Itid, PI. X, 8. 
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(d) ga occurs several times in the name Kuwaiigi^ 
where it has two varieties :—(1) cursive as in PI. p. 4 
and (2) the angular as in PI. X, 6-7; 

(s) gka also occurs only once in Amoghaia^ •, its 
appearance shows great change, though it resembles one of 
the forms used in the Kslsi edicts (PI. II, Col. 6-1 SI); it is, 
on the whole, diftereut from the form to be found in the 
North-Eastern variety of the early Maury a alphabet; 

(/) ea occurs twice in Ceiikay^ but its form does not 
show much difference from that of the older Maurya one; 

(y) two forms of ja are to be found in these inscrip¬ 
tions:—(e) one form resembles the ga in Buhler’s PI. II, 
Col. X, 15, while (/t) the other form is the usual older 
Maurya one with a dot in place of the centra] loop; 

(4) ta resembles the southern form in Buhler’s PI. II, 
Col. VII, 23 and the usual form of later BrShml inscriptions; 

(«) Aa occurs in all of the inscriptions discovered on 
the pillars, copings and cross-bam of the Bodh-GayS railing, 
and resembles the angular form of the older Maurya 
alphabet (Biihler PI. II, Col. Y-YI, £3); 

(/) Aha occurs once only in Bodhirakhitasa ; there is 
no change in the form of this letter from the 3rd century 
B.C. till the Idth or 11th century A. D.; 

{It) na also occurs in all of the inscriptions from Bodh- 
GayS and its base line shows no curvature at all, 
proving that these inscriptions cannot be placed later thairv. 
the 2nd century B. C.; 

' (Q jpa shows a greater degree of change; in all cases 
of its ^urrence, it shows two well-formed right angles, at 
its lower eatremeties; ef. Tabitpanakaia, * Sakaputram, 
Ji9AputrA$0, ^ jPajavatipe, JhSputtSyewi Boiada 


» 4-7,9-10. 

• im, PI. s. 

» PI. X, 9, la 


• IMd, PI, X, 8. 

• Zttd, PI. X, 0. 

• m, PI, X, 10. 
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(m) the form of da shows no change; 

• («) two forms of nia have been found in these inscrip¬ 
tions ;—(1) ma with a circle at the lower part and a semi¬ 
circle over it, as in Amoghasa^ and fS,) ma with a triangle at 
the lower part and a right angle over it, as in MUrasa *; 

(o) two forms of pa also are to be found; the first 
form is the notched one, which is to be ^ound on the coping 
inscriptions only, ® and the second form, that with the 
curve below, is to be found in pillar-inscriptions^ ; 

(p) ra is always represented by a curved line; 

(f) va shows the formation of a triangle at its base in 
the place of the circle; 

(r) two forms of the dental m are to be foundi: 
on one of the inscribed cross-bars, we find a slight curve to 
the left, attached to the lower extremity of the lower hook, 
cf. M in Amogkasa ; the other form is the usual older 
Maurya one, where in some cases, the elongation of the 
lower hook, marks a slight modification; 

(«) ha has been found only once in the inscription 
recently discovered by the late Dr. Bloch, where it occurs in 
a ligature. The form of this letter, in the word Brahmanitra^ 
is extremely cursive and shows that this hooked form is 
peculiar to the eastern variety of the older alphabets of 
Northern India; 

{t) The newly discoveied inscription has supplied a new 
letter Ha which is to be found in the first word in vS'fio, 
and resembles the form in the BhSrhut and the Pabhosa 
alphabets with a downward elongation of the left vertica} 
line. 


» Ihtd, PI. X, 2, » IM, PI. X» fi—10. 

• Ibid, PI. X, O-IO * PI. X, 4|~7 

■ Aanaal Bep. Arch. Survey of India, lj90§--09, p. 247. 
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No inscription, which can safely be assigned to the 
1st century B. 0. or A. D., has been found anywhere in 
North-Eastern India, except at Sarnftth. The records 
which can be assigned to the Ist century B. C. are veiy 
few in number: 

(t) Inscription on the upper side of the lower horizdntal 
bar of the stone-railing surrounding the old stupa in the 
south chapel of the main shrine The second half of the 
inscription only, is of earlier date, the hrst half belonging 
to the second century A. D. (not the tird or 4tb as Messrs. 
Konow and Marshall imagine). The date of the second half 
also has not been correctly given. It is impossible to 
assign it to the 2nd century B. C. The shortening of the 
verticals in j)a and as well as the curvature in the base 
line of na, indicates that the record must be assigned to the Ist 
century B. C. 

(it) “When clearing the south chapel, the top of a 
stone railing became visible above the floor * * * 

a short votive inscription on one of the stones, places the 
erection of the railing in or before the 1st century 
B.C.'** Here also the second part of the inscription only 
can be referred to the first (^ntury B.C. This part 
consists of the word ^*Prtngahelavaiin,*\ 

(Hi) Inscriptions on the pillars of a railing around a 
votive stBpa.® The first of these inscriptions (No. Ill) 
probably belongs to the ^nd century B.C. The probable 
reading is:— 8ih3ge Sah^atephage thabho* The second 
inseription (No, IV) has been very badly preserved. The 
^CHiimile shows:— 

1, SoiMde (ea). 


* Anaual Ssiwrt ol the Arclueological Survey of ladia, IdOC—0?, 
*• p.«e,»o.IV. 

* Kid, ndfXMs, es, ko. ix. 

» fl xxm, Kos^ aad IV, p. 108 . 

V 
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2, Thabho dana (th). 

^"The pillar-gifc of Sonadeva {Smrmdeva) of..,.,.../' 
Insoiiption No. II v^hich ends mth the Brord 
thabho uadoabtedly belongs to the early Maurya period 
of the 3rd century B. C. 

(t>) Insoription on a rail stone (? cross bar) 

Bharini^e Sahaih, Yabe^ika (y«)‘—the gift of YateyikS with 
Bharini. This inscription also belongs to the 1st centoiy 
B.C., as indicated by the form of medial i and the short¬ 
ening of the verticals in ya. 

(r) Inscription of the king Asvaghoqa, the year 40. 

incised on the pillar of Asoka.” “. 

rparigeyhe rdjna Akmgho%ha^ya chafaribe Savaehhare 
hematapakhe prathame divaie damme**^ Certain m>rds 
following the above record, have been read by Dr. Venis 
as follows : Sutithage 4fWO,9.^ Drs. Fleet and Venis 
hold that this date should be referred to the Malava^ 
era and arrive at 111-151 A.D. as the date of 
Alvaghosa. If Drs. Fleet and Venis be correct, then it 
shall have to be admitted that, Kani^koj Huvi^ka and 
Faaudeva reigned in the latter half of the second and 
third centuries A.D., because in a treatise on Palae(^raphy, 
it is impossible to admit, that the group of Ku^fipa 
inscriptions, came before those of Ahvaghosa, the K^atrapaa 
Bahapam and and the archaic in 'criptions from 

MathurS. 

(ri) Fragmentary inscriptions of the time of 
Advagho a :— 

1. Rajila Ahmgho^a (sya) . 


^ Ihid, 1906.7, p 96, No. U, W. XXX. 

• Bp. Ind.Vol., Vm,p.l7l, 

* J. B. A. d., 1912, pp. 701.707. 
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SJ. Upala he ma {mfapakhe ?) ^. 

The principal characteristics of the above inscriptions 
from SSrnSth are :— 

(^) total absence of any difference from the forms of 
the characters of the 1st and 2ad centuries B. C. found in 
North-Western India; 

(*V) consequently we find the general shortening of 
vertical lines, angulavisation of curved strokes, and in the 
case of medial vowel signs, cursiveness of the angular forms 
of the older Maurya BrShmi. 

D. Kusana hucriptiom. 

Under the above title the inscriptions of Ihe great 
KusSna Kings, Kaniska, Huviska and YSsudeva are to be 
considered, the dates in whose inscriptions are generally 
taken to be ^aka dates.- At present two theories are 
current about the dates used in the inscriptions of the 
Ku^na kings mentioned above. 

(z) That the dates in the Ku-apa incripiions should 
be referred to the Mslava-Vikrama era which was estab¬ 
lished by Kaniska in the year 57 B. C. The expounders 

»» 

of this theory hold that the inscriptions of the Satraps 
SodSsR and Rahjuvula fall after those of Kaniska^ 
Huviska and VSsudeva in the chronological order. This 
fact cannot, for a moment, be considered to be true, in a 
paper on Palaeography. 

(«V) That the dates in the Ku§ana inscriptions should 
be referred to the J§aka era, which was founded by 
Kaniska in the year 78 A.D. In the following pages I 
have adopted this theory, which was started by Oldenberg 

» Ep. Ind., Vol., VIIL, p. l72. 

' BRhWs Indian Patesograpliy (Eng. Ed.), p, 40 and Ind, 
,Ant., Vol. XXXVir, p. 26. 
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and Fergusson, adopted by Biibler and Hapson^ defended 
bjc myself and finally accepted by Mr. V. A. Smith. The 
.inscriptions of the Ku Sna period (1st and ^nd centuries 
A^D.) are. more abundant in North-Western India. On 
this point Biihler says; “ The next step in the develop¬ 

ment of Brahml of Northern India is illustrated by the 
inscriptions from the time of tlie KusEna kings Kaniska, 
lluviska and Vasuska-Vasudeva, the first among whom 
made an end of the rule of the older Isakas 'in the 
Eastern and Southern Punjab. The inscriptions with 
the names of these kings which run from the years 4 to 
98 (according to the usually accepted opinions, of the 
l^aka era of A.D. 77-78, or of the 4th century of the 
Selukid era) are very numerous in Mathura and its 
neighbourhood, and are found also in Eastern KEjputanE 
and in the Central India Agency (Sanci).” ^ 

In subsequent years a number of inscriptions have 
been discovered in North-Eastern India, which can 
without doubt be referred to this particular period :— 

(e) the Bodh-Gaya Fragmentary inscription on the 
diamond throne {vajraHatKi) 

{ii) the Sarnath Umbrella-staff inscription of the 
3rd year of KSni^ka 

{iii) the inscription on the base of the Bodhisattva 
Image dedicated in the 3rd year of Kaniska 

{h) the inscription at the back of the Bodhisattva 
image of the 3rd year of KSniska 


* Ibid. 

‘ CuTimngham's Mahftbodhi, p.'SS. 
» Epi. Ind., Vol. TIH, p. 176. 

• Ihid, p. 179. 

‘ Ibid, 
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(t;) iDEicription on the pedestal of an image of 
Bodhisattva from SEhet Mshet (the ancient l$rSvastI) j* 

(t;») inscription on an umbrella-staff, now in the 
Indian Museum, probably found in the ruins . of Sshet 
MShet 

(vtV) inscription on the pedestal of an image of 
Bodhisattva found at Sahet MShet 

(vtn) fragmentary inscription on a fragment of a 
sculpture discovered at RSijagj'ha in the F3tn3 

District 

(tx) fragmentary inscription on the pedestal of an 
image discovered at Rajag^ha;^ 

The records of the 1st century A.D, fall into two 
distinct and separate classes.— 

I. TAe Eastern variety of the North-Indian Alphabet 
of the Kuqdna period^ earlier variety. All the inscriptions 
enumerated above belong" to this class. Six years ago, 
I stated, that inscription No. VIII belongs to the class 
of Epigraphs known as inscriptions written in the 
Northem-Ksatrapa alphabet, but now I agree with Dr. 
Vogel in calling them by the neiV name Early 
Inscription No. I. is by far the oldest inscription of the 
Ku^S^ period, discovered up to date, in North-Eastern 
India. It was incised on the edge of a slab of stone, 
which is at present lying under the Bodhi tree, at Bodh- 
GayS. ^ It was in a very bad state of preservation 


» Arch. Surrey, Rep,, Vol. I, p. 339 f.; J B.A.S., N.8., Vol. V, p. 192 
J. A. S. B., 1898, p. 274 and Ep. Ind., Vol. VIII, p. 179. 

» Epi. Ind., Vol. IX, p. 290. 

* Annual Rep. Aroh. Surrey ot ^dia, 1908*9, p. 133. 

* Ind., Ant., Vol. XXXVIII, p. 49. 

, » 

* Annual Rep. Arch. Surrey of India, 1905*6, pp. 105-6. 

” Ouuningbam's Mahabodhi, FI. X, ii» XIII and XIV. 

m 
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at that time and has since suffered much from the weather. 
When I examined the stone in 1906, I found that the 
fragmentary inscription, was almost illegible. The use of 
the broad-backed ea, the shortening of the verticals in 

and the ma> in which the lower part is invariably 
triangular in form, show that the inscription belongs 
to the early Ku 5na period. Yet, the doubtful ya in the 
opposite comer of the inscription, which is archaic in 
form, proved that the record must be referred to a.period 
slightly earlier than those, in which the later, fully 
developed tripartite form of ya is found to be used, 

II. The Eastern variety of the North-Indian Alphabet 
of the Kimina period^ later variety. No inscription, 
which can be safely referred to this class, has been dis¬ 
covered as yet in any part of North-Eastern India. 

The principal characteristics of the earlier variety 
of the North-Eastern KusSna alphabets are :— 

{i) the use of the broad-backed ha ;— dan^hca and 
Sdvastiye (L. 2 ^ravasti image-inscription, Indian 
Museum^, dandnsca (L. 7), Sdvastiye (L. 8) of the 
Indian Museum umbrella-staff inscription, Sivadhar- 
asya^ Stdndsta (L. 1), kusala, hhuyakumlairiy and Siva^ 
mitrena (L. 3) of the new Bodhisattva image-inscription 
from Sahet Mahet, Sakyamuni^ on the fragmentary 
sculpture from RSjgir; Indrahiri and Parahasalika (L. 2) 
in the inscription on the newly discovered pedestal fi-om 
Rajgir; 

(eV) the lingual angular in form in which the 
cross-bar does not reach the left vertical line: Kani^kasya 
(L. 1), bhik^usyat Pu^ya (L. 2), ya^ti and prafisthapito 
(L. 4), k^atrapena (L, 8), parisd (I/. 9) of the SarnSth 
Umbrella-staff inscription, prati^thdpito (L. 1), k^atra^ 
pena, mahdkaatrapena and Vana^parena in (L, 2) of the 
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inscription on the pedestal of the SSrnUth Bodhisattva 
imafre; Kani^kn (L. 1), bhiHusya (L. 2), (L.. 3) 

of the inscription on the back of the Bodhisattva image 
from SSrnSth; bhiksnsya and Pu^ya (L. 1) IMkmsya 
(L. 2) in the inscription on the pedestal of the Bodhisattva 
image in the Indian Museum found at Sahet Mahet; 
kqatriyanaihf relistanam (L. 1): vlcakmna (L. 2) on 
the inscription on the pedestal of the new image from 
Sahet Msihet. It should be noted in this connection, that 
the form of the subscript lingual »(/, as found in 
ksatriyanum (L. 1) and vlcakmna (L. 2), is still more 
archaic, having the cursive form of the older Maurya 
alphabet; 

(m) the cursive form of ha^ which seems to have been 
derived from the cursive forms of the Jauga^a separate 
edicts and the Kausambi edict on the Allahabad pillar : 
this form occurs on one inscription only, viz. on the 
pedestal of the new Bodhisattva image from SShet Mfihet; 
Bohimtva (L. 1—3),* but in all other cases the angular 
form of ha is found to have been used; 

‘ (tt?) in the majority of cases, the subscript ya has the 
tripartite form. The only exceptions being Puaya in 
(L. 1) of the inscription on the pedestal of the Bodhi¬ 
sattva image from ^rSvastl, now in the Indian Museum 
and in Sakyamuni on the fragmentary sculpture from 
Rftjgir, which is also in the Indian Museum. The dearth 
of inscriptions, written in characters of the later variety 
of the Northern Ku§Sna alphabet, in Eastern India has 
already been noticed above. Inscriptions of the 3rd and 
4th centuries A.I>., are also very rare in the whole of the 
Northern India. With the exception of two inscriptions 
from Mathurft, which I hold to belong to the 3rd century 

* Anhtial Bep. Arch. Surrey of India, 1908*09, p. 136. 
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A.D. * and which others hold to belong to the 6th century 
A.D.^y no inscriptions are known which can be said to 
belong to the pre-Gupta period. 

» 

At the lieginning of the Gupta period, we are 
confronted with three distinct varieties of the alphabet, 
used* in Northern India. Inscriptions belonging to 
the first-half of the 4th century A.D., are unknown 
unless the Allahabad pillar-inscription of Samudragupta^ 
be referred to that period. The second inscription 
in the chronological order, which can be safely 
referred to this period, is the Bodh-GayS Image-inscrip¬ 
tion^ of the Gupta year 64=383-84 A.D. Scholars are 
divided in opinion about tiie date of this inscription also. 

• Prof. Liiders of Berlin holds Cunningham's theory and 
says that it is a S(d'a date®, inspite of Dr. Biihler's clear 
statement on the point. ® 

E. The so-ealled Gupia Alphabet of the 4th and 5th 

centuries A.D. 

Dr. Biihler recognises three different varieties in the 
Northern Indian alphabet of the 4tli and 5th centuries 
A. D.:— 

• • 

(«) the Eastern variety—distinguished by the peculiar 
forms of la, ha, aa and sa,"^ 

(it) the Western variety—cursive roundhand type,® 

I 


1 Ind. Ant., Vol. XXXVII, p. 20. 

^ Fleet’s Gapta Inscriptions, pp. 262, 273 1 Kielhom’s List of 
Inaoriptioiis of Northern India, Ep. Ind., Vol. V, App. p. 63, No. 445 
and p. 65, No. 463. 

” Fleet’s Gnpta Inscriptions, p. 1. 

• Gnnningham’s MahSbodhi, Fl. XXV. 

‘ Ind. Ant., Vol. XXXIII, p. 40. 

• Bflhler’g Indian Palteography, Eng. Ed., p. 46 and note 10, 

• * Ibid, Eng. Sd., p. 46, 

• Ibid, p. 47. 
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and (iiiX the Western variety—angular monumental 
type.' 

In the light of later discoveries, especially the import¬ 
ant finds of the British and Prussian e;i^peditions 
into Central Asia under Sir Marc Aurel Stein, Griinwedel 
and others, the Northern Indian alphabet of the 4th and 
5tb centuries A. D., should be divided into the following 
varieties :— 

1. The Eastern variety : specimens — 

(«) the Allahabad pillar-inscription of Saraudra- 
gupta, 

(n) the Udayagii'i cave-inscription of Candra- 
gupta II, 

(m) the Ga(|hw3 fragmentary inscriptions of the 
times of Candragnpta 11 and KumSragupta 1, 

(iv) the DhSnSidaha grant of KurnSragupta I, 

(v) the MankuwSr inscription of KumEragupta I, 

(vi) the BihEr pillar-inscription of Skandagupta, 

(vii) the KosEm image-inscription of Bhtmavarman, 

(mV) the Kahauih pillar-inscription of Skanda- 
gupta. 

Z. The Western variety : specimens — 

(«) th^ MathurS inscription of Candragupta II, . 

(n) the SShcl inscription of Candragupta II, 

(m) the Bharacli Bih or Kaiamdanda inscription of 
KumEragupta 1, 

(tv) the Bhi^ri pillar-inscription of Skandagupta, 

(v) the Indore grant of Skandagupta, 

(vi) the Eiiln pillar-inscription of Budhagupta. 

» Ibid, 
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3. The Southern variety : specimens — 

* (e) the Bilsa4 pillar-inscription of KumEragupta 1, 
(m) the Gangdhar inscriplhon of Visvavarman, 

{ii'f) the Mandador inscription of KumEragupta 1, 
* and Bandhuvarman, 

{iv) the Vijayagadh inscription of the Taudhe^ 

(v) the Vijayagadh pillar-inscription of Vi.miivar- 
dhaua, 

(vz) the Girnar (Junagad) Rook inscription of 
Skandagiipta. 

4. The Central Asian variety : specimens — 

(») the Bower Manuscript, 

(«) numerous other manuscripts written in the 
Central Asiatic variety of the Gupta alphabet 
discovered by the British and German expedi¬ 
tions. 


f. The Eastern Varieti/. 

• m 

Twenty-one years ago, five years before the publication 
of Dr. Biihler^s work on Indian Pala>ography, Dr. A. F, R. 
Hoernle recorded the following observations on the 
Indian script of the 4th and 5th centuries A. D. : There 

existed at the time of the Gupta period two very distinct 
classes of the ancient NSgar! alphabet, North Indian and 
the South Indian. The test letter for these two great 
classes is the character for m. The Northern class of 
alphabets, however, is again divided into two great sections 
which, though their areas overlapped to a certain extent, 
may be broadly, and for pmctical purposes suiBciently, 
distinguished as the Western and Eastern sections. 
The test letter in this case is the cerebral sibilant 
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iha This classification was also adopted by the 

late Dr. B1;hler, who added two more test lettfjrs: 
la and ha. “ The differences between the Jt5asteni and 
Western varieties of the i^-called Giipta. alphabet appear 
in the signs of la^ m anil ha. (n the Eastern variety, 
the left limb of la it' turned sharply downwards: 
cf. the la of the Jaugacja separate edicts. Further the 
base stroke of is made round and attached as a 
loop to the slanting central bar. Finally the base 
stroke of ha is suppressed, and its hook, attached to the 
vertical, is turned sharply to the left, exactly as in the 
Jaggayyapeta inscriptions. In the Western variety these 
three letters have the older and fuller forms.” Another 
test letter, of the Eastern alphabet of this period, is the 
dental sibilant sa. In the inscriptions of the Eastern 
variet}', this letter always has a loop at the end of its left 
vertical line instead of the customary curve or hook, c/. 
the form of the letter in the Allahabad pillar-inscription of 
Samudragnpta. This form of sa has also been found 
in the inscriptions of the KusSna period, discovered in 
MathurS. The KankSlltlla inscription of the X5th year, 
shows that, in that inscription, all cases of m,'’ have this 
form.* 

The characteristics of the epigraphio alphabet of the 
4th and 5th centuries A.D. have already been discussed at 
length by Dr Biihler.® It will only be necessary to trace 
the history of the development of the Eastern variety in 
the following pages. In 1891, Dr. Hoernle perceived that, 
“in India proper, the North-eastern alphabet gradually 
came to be entirely displaced by the North-western 
fdphabet, in comparatively very early times. This 

» J. A. 8. B., 1891, Pt. I., p. 81. 

» Bpi. Tnd., Vol. T, p. 384, No. v. 

* BRltler*! Indian Paleoograpliy, Eng. Ed., p, 47. 
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displacement must have been in jn-ogress during the earlier 
part of the sixth century A.l). and must have been com- 
flhniIA D for in 588 A.D., we already find 
ifl^riptions in Bo(H^-(iaya (inscription of MahSnaman, 
Fhkty p. si'/4), whieh^^ow anVexclusive North-Western 
'^aracter. There is non^ sinae inscription known, so 
far as I am aware, aboiiW anJ after 600 A.D., which 
show the distinctive marks or the old North-Eastern 
alphabet.^’^ This statement will have to be examined 
in the light of later discoveries made during the last 
two decades— 

(/) T'he Dhauaidaha grant of Kumaragupta I, G.E. 
113*432 A.D.- 

(tV) The Mathura Jaina irnage-iuseription of tlic time 
of Kumitragupta I, (KE. 113 = 432 A.D.* 

(tit) The Karaindanda image-inscription of KumSra- 
gnpta I, G.K:. 117 = 436 A.D.-* 

(iv) The Amaunii plate of the MaharSja Nandana, 
G.E. 232 = 531 A.l).» 

(r) The Patiakcl 15 grant of the Maharaja l^ivarSja; 
G.E. 283=^02 A.l).« 

(I'i) The Garijani grant of the time of Mah&rftjS- 
d.iiraja SaSSnka, G.E. 300 = 619 A.l>.’^ 

(vii) The Muin.’cisvarl inscription ol MahSs&manta 
MahSprStIhSra Maharaja Tdayasena, the Harsa year 
30=636 A.D.** 

» J. A. S. B., 1891, Ft. 1, l> 82. 

• J. A. S. B. (N.8.), Vol. V, p. 469. 

• Bpi. Ind., Vol. 11, p.210, No. XXXIX. 

• J. A. S. B. (N.S.), Vol. V, p, 467; and Eii. InU., Vol. X, p. 70. 

• Ibidf p. 49 and J. A. S. B. Tol. V, N. S. p. Ifl4. 

• Bpi. Ind., Vol. IX, p. 286. 

Epl. Ind„ Vol. VI, p. 141. 

ihid, Vol. IX, p. 289. 
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(mV) The Purl grant of Saiuyabbita-Madhavaraja II.‘ 

(/«) The ParikwJ grant of Madhyaniaraja, the Harsa 
year 88=694 A.D.® . 

The Eastern variety pi the ep’graphie Alphabet of 
Northern India of tlie ^4th and 5th centuries A.D. aid 
merge, as Dr. Hoernle ^las o|;served, into the Western 
variety. Inscriptions, divc^ ered after the publication 
of Dr. Hoernle’s article, show the gradual changes in the 
epigraphic alphabet of the 5th and 6th centuries A.D., 
and tend to prove that this change is already in evidence 
in the first half of the 5tli century. This displacement of 
the Eastern variety of the alphabet of this period by the 
Western must have been comjileted before the end of the 
first half of the 6th century. 

The Allahabad pillar-inscription of Samudragupta 
shows the fully developed form of the Eastern variety 
and the test letters can be observed here to their best 
advantage. The next inscription, in the chronological 
order, in which the Eastern alphabet has been used, is the 
Udayagiri cave-inscription of Candragupta II, on which 
Dr. Biihler observes "The fact that Fleet’s No. 8 is found 
far west, near BhilsS in Mslva, may be explained by its 
having been incised during an exjiedition of Candragupta II, 
to Mslva, at the command of his minister, who calls himself 
an inhabitant of Pataliputra.”® Next we come to two new 
inscriptions both of which were incised in the year 113 of 
the Gupta era=43Si A.D,— 

(t) The MathurS.Jaina image-inscription. 

(fV) The DhanSidaba grant. 

> J. A. S. B., 1904, Pt. I, p. 284, PI. 71. 

* Baegira>SfihitjrR>Psri 9 ad*PatrikA, Vol. XVI, p. 186, also Gpi. Ind., 
Vol. Xr, p. 281. 

* Bdhler's ludian Palaaography, Kag. Bd,, p. 4fi. 
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As both of these records mention KurnSragupta 1 by 
name, so there cannot be any doubt as to their jiroper date. 
T he Mat hpr? . inscnpti<in shows the typical foims of the 
^tern*" variety.* In the Uhanaidaha grant of KuinSra- 
Ir we find— ' . \ 

^ (i) in all case'fev the looped foim of the dental 
sibilant iV? b^n used, 

'\r 

(n) in all cases, the looped form of the lingual 
sibilant m, has been used. 


(JU) in all cases, the hooked form of ha^ has been 
used, 

(«r) in the majority of cases the hooked form of la 
has been used. In one solitary instance the 
Western variety form has succeeded in re¬ 
placing the older one, viz '.— Vaklralana (?) in 
L. 8.2 


But in a stone-inscription incised sixteen years later, we 
find Eastern variety forms of sn, sa and ha in all cases. In 
the Milnkuwiir iujciifticn of Kun aiagupta I, we see that 
sff, sa and ha have not changed in the year 120 G. E. = 448 
A.D. The discrepancy may he explained thus. The cur¬ 
rent scrif)t of a country, as found on copper-plates,generally 
shows a more advanced form than that of the Epigraphic 
alphabet, found in stone-inscriptions. Copper-plates, in 
ancient India, should be taken to belong to the same class 
of records, as paper manuscripts or papyri of other countries. 
The forms of the alphabet used in them should be distin¬ 
guished frem the forms used in epigraphs proper. Twelve 
years later than the date of this inscription, we find the 
Eastern forms of sa', stf, la and ha still persisting in all 
cases, in the KabSuiJj pillar-inscription of Skandagnpta, of 


' Epi. Ind., Vol. U, p. 210, No. XXXIX. 
• J. A. S. B. (N. S.), Vol. PI. XX, p. 4fil. 



30 ORIGIN Ob' TH£ BENGALI SCRIPT. 

G.E. 141=460 A.D. Butin an undated inscription of the 
same king, we see that the Western forms are gradually 
taking the place of Eastern ones. In J^te- Bihar pil lAr» 
inscription of Skandagupta^ the first half of the record' 
shows uses of Eastern formp in the majority of case?-^-'. 

i. ^ 

I. ia — (i) (-/</) ainf^yah (L 1), (m) atulya 

(L. 3), {iv) wa^alaHi (L. 5), (r) vyalamha 
(L. 7), (ri) hk^i{\x, 9), {Hi) kala (L. 11) 

II. ha — (if) hi havya (L. 4), (/7) grham (L. 8); 

Only in one instance we find a Western variety form, 
viz ;— agrahare (L. 13). But in the second half of the 
record, we find that the Western variety form of ha has 
invariably been used, in all cases. In the second half of 
this record there are two instances of la :— (i) kulah (L. 28) 
and mulhika (L. 29). but as the facsimile given in Dr. Fleet’s 
work is incomplete and does not contain these lines, it is not 
possible to eom|)are the forms o{ la used in the second half 
of the inscription with those of the first half. I have found 
that the Bihilr pillar-inscription has suffered much from 
exposure in the weather, after the publication of Dr. Fleet’s 
work, and at present it is not possible to get a clearer, and 
more complete, inked impression than the one taken 
for Dr. Fleet. On the clear evidence of the BihSr inscrip¬ 
tion of Skandagupta, we have the fact that Western 
forms were replacing the Eastern ones in the alphabet of 
North-Eastern India in the first half of the 5th century 
“A.D. The Pali grant of Laksmana, of the Gupta year 
158^=3 477 A.D., shows no form, in the alphabet used, 
which has any resemblance to those of the Eastern 
variety. The Fali grant should be included among North- 
Eastern inscriptions, instead of North-Western ones, as 
it was found about thirty miles from Allahabad 


Kpi. lud., Vol. 11, p. 363. 
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It may be mentioned that the Kosum image- inscrip- 
tiijp of Bhimavarman, of the Gupta year 139=458 
shows the use of eastern forms and the iindspot 
of this record is close to Pali. In this inscription, we find 
that, all the test letters, sff, ha and /«, have assumed 
Western forms. The evidence (f the Pali grant of Lak?- 
maiia is further borne out the alphabet used in the 
Amauua grant of Nandana, of the Gupta year 232 ‘ =551 
A.D. This inscription was discovered in the Gayfi 
District of Bibar and Orissa and cannot be referred to any 
other class of inscription but the North-Eastern. In this 
inscription we find that w, sa, ha and la are of the western 
variety. Consequently we are now in a position to 

reconsider the statement made by Dr. Hoernle twenty-one 
years ago: ‘'This displacement musi have been in 
progress during the earlier part of the 6th century A.D., 
and must have been completed about 580 A.D., for in 
588 A.D., we already find inscriptions in Bodh-GayS 
(Inscription of Mahauaman, Fleet, p. 274) which show 
an exclusive North-Western chameter.”'** We are now 
in a position to state definitely that the movement 
towards the adoption 'of Western variety forms in 
North-Eastern inscriptions was already in evidence in 
the 4th decade of the 5th century A.D. So early as the 
days of the Gupta emperor Skandagupta, the change had 
already affected the epigraphic alphabet of the time. 
The displacement was completed before the eighth 
decade of the 5tli century and all traces of. Eastern 
variety forms or characters had disappeared from the 
plains of Northern. India, before tlie beginning of the 6th 
century A.D. 


« Ihid, Vol. X, p. 49. 

* J. A. S. B., 1891, pt. I, p. 82. 
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We should now proceed to the Palseographical ex¬ 
amination of a class of records, about which there is mi^h 
difference of opinion. I refer to the four' copper-plate 
inscriptions, which have been discovered at various times 
during the last three decades. The first three was published 
by Mr. F. E. Pargiter in 1910^ and the last one was 
published by myself® as welias by Mr. Pargiter* in 1911. 
In size, script and composition the four records indicate 
that they belonged to the same variety. These four grants 
differ from dll other copper-plate inscriptions discovered in 
India on the following points :— 

(t) they are not grants of lands, made by any para¬ 
mount sovereign, nor by any feudatory chief, with the 
sanction of his suzerain, 

(w) they purport to be deeds of transfer of property, 
made by certain local officials, to a private person, as well 
as deeds of grants, made by those private persons to certain 
BrSbmanas; 

(m) they mention a number of officials by their 
proper names, and not merely by designations, as usual. 

The facts, quoted above, wotUd alone go to prove that 
the recoi'ds were spurious. But in addition to them, we 
have the palojographical evidence, which shows that the 
alphabets of two different periods and in the case of the 
last one, of three different periods, have been used in the 
composition of these inscriptions. In these records we 
find that, (1) sa, /a and //a have two forms and often three; 
and are used in conjunction with forms of the sixth or 
even of the seventh or ninth centuries A.D. In the first 
grant: the grant of DharmOditya of the year 3, we find 

* Ind. Ant., Vol. XXXIX, p. 198. 

• J. A. B. B., Vol. VI, p. 436. 

» Ibid, VoJ. VII, p. 476. 
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that two different forms have been used, in the case of 
three test letters la and ha. 

• I. 

, (t) E Intern variety. 

1. Amharlm (L. 1), 2. vi^ayapati (L. 3), 3. vi^aya- 
mahnttara (L. 4), 4. G/to^aeandra (L. 5), 5. k§eHta 
(L. 7), 6. vii}aye (L. 8), 7. visaye (L. 10), 8-9. 
i^etfrani and ksettra (L. 11), 10. drsU (L. 12), 11. 
md-bhagah (L. 13), 12. abhildm (L. 14), 13. mlaiiga, 
(L. 19), 14. viodanemih. 21). 

(«') JFestern variety. Strictly speakin*^, the forms 
of the letter, used in the following words, are much later 
in date than the North-Western (jupta alphabet. In all 
cases, the letter is found in the ligature kM and we find 
that jieculiar curvature before ka denoting the pi’csence of 
the which we see for the first time in the inscriptions 
of Adityasena and those of the (iahacJavala princes of 
KanaujS in the 11th and 12th centuries A.D. There are 
five instances of this later form in the first grant— 

I. k»eitra (L. 10), 2. anngrahdkdvak^M (L. 18), 

8. (L. 21), 4. .dak^mena (L. 23), 5. kfi^\kl. 

(L. 26). 

II. ha :— 

(i) Eastern variety. 

I. Wamk/iii (L. 5-6), 3. durllaHa 

(i. 6), *. I'Moh. (L. 18), 5. mMalpmih (L. 14), 
6. ^il(ikim4a8szca (L. 214). 

(w) Western Variety. 

1. kale and 2. vdnikamar^ale (L. 3), 3. dluha 
(L. 6), 4- hiiv4^lipta and 5. kulasvamt (L. 6) ,0. 

. ‘ BttLler’s Indian Palwography, pi. IV, XVIII, 46 & pi. V, XII, 

. XX, 44. 



34 


ORIGIN OR THE BENGALI SCRIRT. 


m^lyaiiki (L. 8), 7. pustajMla (L. 9), 8. knlya and 
khcLTu^la (L. 11)^ 10. kalatia (L. 11. abkil^a 

(L. 14), 12. nalena (L. 16), 13. dhruvilUj/aih (L. 16), 
14. kttlya (L. 16), 1.5. kala (1. 18), 16. ^Uamga 
(L. 19), 17. uparilikhita (L 20), 18. anupUana (L.21), 
19. pratipala7ilyaih (L. 22), 20. Hiigmi (L. 23).» 

III. Ha:— 


{i) JSasfern variety. 

1. vrhac-catta (L. 4), 2. tech amg-ah am (L. 7), 

3. brahnanasga, 4. grhltvd (L. 8), 5. aradhriam=i 

a8ti=^ha (L. 10), 6. hastemi (L. 15), 7. paratr-=anugraha 
(L. 18), 8. himaeena (L. 23). 

(n) Western variety, 

]. maharajadhiraja and 2. maharaja (L. 2), 3. 
mahattara (L. 4), 4. tad-arhatha (L. 8), 5. mdtd~ 
pitror-amgraha (L. i9), 6. huret (L. 26), 7. himase-.a 
(L. 25), 8. saha (L. 26). 

. Similarly in the second grant from Faridpur we find 

thatr— 

I. In all cases the Western variety form of ha has 
been used. 

II, The Eastern variety form of la has been used in 
one case only e.g. in marf4o^l^ (L* 4). In all other we 
find the Western variety forms— 

1. lavdha (L. 3), 2. kale (L. 4), 3. gopdla (L.5), 

4. kha^^alakai\ (L, 9), 5. lauhMya (L. 11), 6. 
knlya (L. 14), 7. akkita {Jji\h), 8. eatpalgni (L. 17), 
9. khandalaka (L. 17), 10. pmtapUa (L. 18), 11. 
dharmmaklla and, 12. mlena (L. 19), 13. Hik,ga 7 %i 
(L. 20), .14. H6kam (L. 24). 
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T^e form in the last example is very late. It is the 
fl(th century form, found for the first time in the Dighwi* 
pSbhauli ^rant of Mahendrapala^. 

^ in. In the case of the lingual m we find eastern 
variety forms in : 

1.* Naku§a (L. 1), 2. Ambarlaa (L. 2), 3. vi§aya 
(li. 5), 4. Jjfesra (L. 7), 5. Somaghom and 6. vimyangii^ 
(L. 8) 7. matha (L. 16) 8. vrk^a (L. 21), 9. qaqtiiia, 
and 10. Varm (L. 24), 11. ava-viathayam (L. 27) 
and western variety ones in : 

1. kaettra (L. 9), 2. kaet rani (L. 14), 3. ak^epta 
(Xi. 25); another indistinct form is to be found in haaU 
aataka. The late seventh or eleventh century form of 
k^a is found in kaettra in L. 17. 

The third plate is in a very bad state of preserva¬ 
tion and the faosmile published with Mr. Par^iter^s 
article is very indistinct; the reverse or the second side 
of thp plate only, is capable of being analysed for palaeo- 
graphical purposes. In it, we find, that in all recognisaSle 
c^es, the lingual §a is of the Eastern variety of the early 
Gupta alphabet. Both forms of ha have been used. Only 
one instance of the Western variety is legible :—maha in 
]L. 8. In all other instances where the record is legible 
we find the use of the Eastern variety :—{}) makathrah 
(L. 8-9), (2) hasta^taka (L. 10), (3) agrahara (L. 22), 

(4) har^-tti (L. 24), (5) aaka. (L. 25). 

Sp also in the case of fa we find that the Eastern variety 
form h^ been rarely used while the Western variety form 
is common :— 

I. Easjftsir variety;—-(O Fatmpala (L. 6), («) 

liiigam ^21). 


* Ind, Ant., Vol. XV, p. 112. 
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II. Western variety;—(;) mulyam (L. 14), (ft) 
kulavaran (L. 18), (m) prakalpya (L. 18), {iv) dharma^lla 
(L. 19), {v) nalena (L. 19), (rt) Vatsapala (L. 19), 

(vfi) kiUya (L. 20), {viii) Dhruvilaia (L. 22), (t>) 

0 

8ilakui(pd(,a (L. 23), 

It should be noted in this connection that in the 
majority of cases we find the bipartite form of ya. 
In the fourth grant we find, that in all eases the bipartite 
form of ^flr, the Western variety form of the lingual and 
la have been used. With the exception of three instances, 
ha also has the Western variety form. These three ins¬ 
tances are:—(1) vrahman-opaya (L. 11), (2) vrahmana 
(L. 14), (3) aahasrani (L. 20-21). In addition to these, 
we find later forms, in the word parkIcaUi (L. 18) and 
avaminah (L. 17). in case of ka and na respectively. In 
conclusion, we may freely say, that all four copper plates 
are forged. It may be asserted that, the plates belong to 
the transitional period, when Eastern variety forms were 
gradually being displaced by Western ones. But, the use 
of mediaeval forms, precludes such a possibility :—(1) I 
have already commented on the form of the ligature ksa 
in the first plate. (2) Another, much later form, is that of 
Ig, in the date of the first plate, which occurs for the first 
time in the Aphsad inscription of Adityasena and DighwS- 
Bubhauli grant of MahendrapSla, the PratihBra, of V. E. 
956=898 A.D. The form of ka in parkkatti and na in 
avaminah in the fourth grant had already been commented 
upon. Consequently we find that the four copjier-plate 
inscriptions, being forgeries, are of no use in a palaeo- 
graphical discussion. % 






CHAPTER III 

The Easteni Alphabet—550-1100 A.D. 

• 

We HOW come to the class of alphabets, to which 
Dr. BGhler has given the name, SidilkamMrka. From this 
point, Dr. Biihler's work ceases to be exhaustive and does not 
deal with Eastern variety forms of the Northern alphabet, 
separately. Such a treatment of North-Indian palaeo¬ 
graphy was, perhaps, impossible sixteen years ago, and 
consequently, the author of the Indian Palaeography was 
obliged to deal with the Northern Indian alphabet of the 
6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th centuries A.D., as a single 
whole. The differentiation was made only in the case of 
.SSrada alphabet, which was already a separate unit in the 
8th century A.D. and in a much later period, in the case 
of proto-Bengali. In these pa^os Dr. Biihler's arrange¬ 
ment has not been followed, on account of the following 
reasons :— 

I. The discovery of a number of date<l records, has 
made it j^mpossible to accept, the alphabet used in the 
Bodh-Gaya inscription of Mahanaman, as representing type 
specimens of the North-Eastern alphabet of the 6th and 
7th centuries A.D. These new iuscripti .>i)s are :— 

(t) the AmauuS grant of NandanaS^ (I* B. ^32 = 551 

A.D. 

(iV) the PatiakellS‘grant of Maharaja ^ivarHja*, G. E. 
288 = 602 A.D. 

(ut) the GanJ^i grant of the time of MaharSjSdhiraja 
iSafiaAka*, G.Js.'i0O=619 A.D. 

-y--—— - 

* Epi. Ind., Vol. X, p. 49. 

» Ibid, Tol. IX, p. 286. 

» Xbi’a, V61. VI. p. 142. 
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(iv) The Muncjlesvarl inscription of the MahSsSmanta 
MahSpratihSra MahSrSja Udayasena', II. E. 30=686 
A. D. * 

II. The final settlement of the chronology of the 
Garjjara-Pratibftra dynasty of Northern and Central 
India, by the researches of Mr. D. R. Bhandarkar smd the 
late Mr. A. M. T. Jackson, has placed the introduction of 
the NSgar! alphabet into Northern India one hundred and 
thirt^yseven yeara later. On this point Dr. Biihler said 
“In Northern and Central India, the NSgari appears first 
on the copper-plate of the Maharaja YinEyakapila of 
Mahodaya probably of A. D. 794.^’* The real date of 
Vioiyakapala's grant is V. E. 988=931 A. D. instead of 
H. E. 188=794 A. D.® 

III. The discovery of a number of inscriptions in 
North-Eastern India, specially of the Pala kings of Bengal, 
makes it {>ossible to distinguish two different varieties of 
the North-Eastern alphabet, as early as the^*8th century 
A. D., and shows that Nagar! has had very little influence 
on the development of the Bengali alphabet. 

Sixteen years ago, the Bodh-GayS inscription of 
Ma .lanaman was the only known dated inscription of the 
6th century A. D., in North-Eastern India. In it. Dr. 
Hoernle and Dr. Biihler, found, for the first time, tiiat 
the Eastern variety of the early Gupta alphabet has been 
entirely d splaced by the Western one. But, we have 
already seen, that fresh discoveries 'place this displacement 
more than a century earlier. The next point to be eppsi- 
dered is the tripartite form of ya and the downward limit 
of its use. In J 891 Dr. Hoernle fix^'^QgO A. D. ipe 

' ibia, Yoi IX, p. m 

• BRUer^s Indian Palteoj^aphy, II»g, Ud., p. 61 . 

Bpi, Ind., Vol. VIII, ApP- li pp. 1A 4. 
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lowest limit for the use of this form of ya in Northern 
India:— 

“Any inscription in the North-Western Indian alphabet, 
which shows the more or less exclusive use of the old form 
oi ya^ must date from before 600 A. D., while any inscrip¬ 
tion shewing an exclusive use of the cursive form ofya 
must date after 600 A. D.”' 

The force of Dr. Hoernle’s argument has been weakened 
by the discovery of the Udaypur inscription of the Guhila 
AparSjita^, of V. E. 716 = 609 A.D. "The discovery of an 
inscription of the 7th century^', observes Dr. Biihler, 
“with mostly tripartite y//, E. I. 4, ‘29, makes a modifica¬ 
tion of Hoernle^s argument necessary but does not 
invalidate his final result”.It will be observed that 
no limit has been fixed for the use of tlie tripartite 
form of ya in a North-Eastern inscription. In the 
Bodh-Gaya inscription of Mahanaman, we find that, the 
bipartite form had, entirely, displaced the tripartite one. 
Cousef|uently, it has been supposed that the bipartite form 
has displaced the tripartite form, in the North-Eastern in¬ 
scriptions, almost about the same time as in North-western 
records. Sul^sequent cTisCtiveries now enable us to prove 
beyond doubt that in North-eastern India, the use of the 
tripartite form of ya, lasted about half a century longer 
than the limit of North-western India. Eor example we 
have the form used in the AmaunE grant of Nandana. 
The date of this inscription is not far removed from that 
of the Bodh-Gayfi inscription, and it was found in a place 
not veiy far off from Bodh-GayS, yet we find that in all 
cases the tripartite ^orm of ya has been used. So again, 
in the case of PatiEkellS grant of ivarEja, we find that 

* J.A.S.B., 1891, pt, 1, p. 90. 

* Epi. I»d., Vol. IV, p. 29. 

* Sahler's Indian PalBeography, p. 48.. note 3. 
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the tripartite form is being used iii all cases, in the Gupta 
year 283 = 60*2 A.D. So also iu the case of the Muu^eSvart 
inscription, we hud that the tripartite form alone is usts*d in 
636 A. D. Consequently, we have to admit that the use 
of the bipartite form of ^a, in the Bodh-GayS inscription 
of MahEnSmau, in the Gupta year 209 = 588 A.D., is prema¬ 
ture. There are other reasons which lead us to* believe 
that, though this record was found in North-Eastern India, 
the alphabet of the locality was not used in incising it, 
which on the other hand was done by a man from Western 
India. We have a similar case in the BhitSri pillar- 
inscription of Skandagupia, which, though found in 
Eastern India, shows the use of the Western variety of 
the North-Iiidiau alphabet; and the SafLc! inscription 
of the time of Candragiipta II which, though found in 
Western India shows the use of the Eastern variety of 
the alphabet. The alphabet used in the BodU-GayE 
inscription of MaliSnaman cannot be taken to represent 
the ordinary Eastern variety of the Epigraphic alphabet 
of North-India in the (ith century A.D. for the following 
reasons:— 

(1) the AmaunS grant of NandtMf and the PatiSkella 
grant of &varaja show the exclusive use of the tripartite 
form of ya ; consequently, we have to admit that* in the 
Eastern variety of the Northern alphabet the tripartite 
form of was in use iu the 6th century A.D.; 

(2) the prevalence of acute angles at the lower ex¬ 
tremities of letters is exceptional, and, not of common 
occurrence, iu these rec )rds. 

The ordinary 6th century epigraphic alphabet of North* 
Eastern India is then to be foun^ in the following 
inscriptions:— 

(1) the AmaunE gmnt of Nandana, 

(2) the Fa|iSkeliS grant of ^ivarftja, 
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(3) the BarSbar cave-inscription of Ananta-varman,' 

the Nag5rjimi cave-inscription of Ananta- 

varman^^ and 

(5) the Ni^arjuni cave-inscription of Ananta- 

varman.’^ 

I 

The principal characteristics of the alphabet, which 
remained current in North-eastern India, from 550-650 
A.D. are noted below : 

(1) The use of the tripartite form ^yo. The only ex¬ 
ception is the Gahjam grant of the time of ISai^Siika. The 
difference cannot be accounted for at present, so long as 
the riddle of ^aSSnka-Narendra remains unsolved. 
Why adaiika, probably surnamed Narendra, whose 
coinage is allied to that o£ the early or the Imperial Guptas, 

. went to Kalihga and how he came to be acknowledged as 
a suzerain, by the Sailodbltam princes of the Kmigoda- 
marjt4(tl^i* is still a mystery to us. The introduction of 
the North-Eastern alphabet, into the Northern Sircars, was 
also probably due to this prince. We find the ordinary 
6th century alphabet of Kalinga, in the Bugu<j!l grant 
of MSdhafS^annatP^*i«yfcnd the Pariku^ plates of 
MadhyamarEja.^ 

(2) The general pievaleuce of right angles at the lower 
extremities of certain letters a.g. gha, jo//, m and sa. 

(3) The absence of later developments such as tails or 
verticals on the right of these signs. 

* fleeb’s Gupta Inscriptions, p. 221, pi. XXX B. 

« Ihid, p. 224, pi. XXXI, A. 

® itui, p. 227, pi. XXXI B. 

♦ Epi. Ind., Vol.-VI, p. 142. 

» Ibid, Vol. Ill, p. 43 and Vol. VII, p. 100. 

Vaiigiya-85liitya-I*ari^ad*l^“*’rik®> V*> XVI, p. 197; Epi. Ind., Vol. 

XI, pp. 281-87. 
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In other words, the North-eastern epigraphic alphabet 
of the 6ih ceiitiir} A.D., presents the ordinary character¬ 
istics of the North-western variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet. 

Early in the latter-half of the 7th century A.D., we 
find a marked change in the North-Eastern alphabet. The 
Shahpur image-inscription of the Harsa year 66 = 67) ^.D. 
and the undated Aphsarl inscription, both of the time of 
Adityasena of Magadha, exhibit this change for the first 
time. Prom this time onward, the eastern variety of the 
northern alphabet, develojis by itself and the western 
variety never succeeds in displacing it again. Por a short 
time only, during the domination of the Gurjjara-Pratih5ra 
princes, a western variety, called Nagarl, makes its iu- 
fiuence felt and divides the eastern variety into two 
diftereut branches. Out of these sub-divisions, the 
western one is gradually absorbed in Nagarl, while the 
eastern one develops separately and becomes the Bengali 
script, of the 11th and 12th centuries A.D. At this 
period, it is necessary to take a more complete survey of 
the Eastern alphabet, than that done ^ the case of the 
Eastern variety of previous cerrtilnes. 'fh* the latter 
half of the 7th century A. D., we find the following 
characteristics of the eastern variety of the northern 
alphabet.— 

I. Vowels. 

(1) The upper part of the left limb of a has become 
a slightly elongated nail-head or wedge, while the 
lower part is converted into a let^ular curve, with a 
knob at its top, looking more like a comma. The right 
limb together with the line joining both the limbs, can 
be drawn at one stroke of the pen and the letter resem¬ 
bles the Bengali one, iu its present form. Cf. a in 

V 

ajanayad (in L. 6). 
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(2) In the case of a we find the differentiutn in a second 
curve, also shaped like a comma, which is attached 
to tte lower extremity of the right limb. Cf. the form 
in asld (in L. 1). 

(3) In the ease of the short «, we find the lower 
circle er dot of Gupta alphabet of the Westeni variety, 
whielrin Maukhari inscriptions becomes a short vertical 
curved lice, developed at this period into a long curve, 
which, in two different cases, is shown to be of different 
lengths. 

(4) In the case of «, we find the horizontal line 
at the lower extremity transformed into a curve and 
elongated. This form eontiuues without alteration till the 
end of the 10th century A. D., when the first change in 
its form is found in the Bhagalpur grant of NSrayanapSla. 

(5) The rare o, becomes an elongated comma laid flat 

on its back. In the absence of the earlier forms of this 
letter of the 4th and 5th centuries A. D. comments are 
impossible. The only known forms are those found in 
the inscriptions of the MahSrrijas of Uchakalpa and 
those of which belong to the Southern 

variety of the Gupta alphabet. 

II. Consonants. 

(1) For the first time in Eastern India, the first conso> 
nant, ka always has a loop on its left. The loo}^d form, 
it should be noticed here, has also been found in the GaiijSm 
plates of the time of S aiSlnkarSja along with the bipar¬ 
tite form of ya. It continued in this form until the 
loop becomes a semi-circle, in the 11th century A.D. 

. (2) In kfMf the triangle at the base of the letter, 
which is observable for the last time, in the cave-inscrip- 
^ions of the Maukharls, becomes transformed into a straight 
line and a curve. The sides of the triangle become a 
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semi-circle, while the other side becomes elongalfcl 
and touches both extremities of the are. This arc and 
ite base line becomes the right limb, of this letter in the 
7th century A. D. The left limb is formed by an increase 
in the length of the upper hook or curve, which was an 
open square in Maukharl inscriptions. There is a wedge, 
instead of a dot or a short straight line at the lowchextre- 
mity of the left limb. 

(3) In the case of yr/, we find the open square 
form of the western variety, with its long right limb, again 
transformed into a curve, with a wedge at the lower 
extremity of its left limb. 

(4) In ghdi the curvature of the base line, was already 

observable in the Eastern variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet. In the sixth century, we see that in the 
inscription of Ya^odharman, the base line has become a 
curve on the left side and a slanting line to the right, 
forming an acute angle with the right vertical. In the 
Aphsad inscription, we find that, this letter has become 
something like the tripartite ya ^of the KusSna and Gupta 
f)eriods, the only differentia being the wedges on the 
top of its three limbs and the oi '..r acute angle 

instead of a right angle, at its right lower extremity. 

(5) In iM we find, the lower right angle is becoming, 
in some cases, an acute angle and the vertical straight 
line is transformed into a curve. ‘ 

(6) In ea, the two curves, of the Gupta period, are 
transformed into a triangle, with a wedge on its apex and 
a.slight elongation of the base line or lower line towards 
the left. 

(7) There is little or no change in the case of eha .and 
the ligature ch^i shows that, the older form of ea is still 
being used in certain cases. 

' bier's Indian PalaeoRraphy. pi. IV, Ool. XIX, 11. 
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(8) In Ja the curvature of the lower horizontal 
line was already percej>tible in the Eastern variety form 
of \he early Gupta alphabet. The vertical was also percep¬ 
tibly curved. Here we find the central horizontal 
lirfe also curved to the same extent as the base or lower 
line. A wedge has been added to the nght extremity of 
th^j^per horizontal line. 

(9) There is only one instance of the occurrence 
of jJia and it has exactly the same shape which ma has 
in the Allahabad pillar-inscription of Samudragupta. 

(10) In the case of Ha, it occurs in two ligatures, 
conjointly, with ca and^Vt; the form does not differ 
much from that found in the Allahabad pillar-inscription 
of Samudragupta, but in the ligature jfiya its form is 
still more cursive. 

(11' In the ease of we find the Eastern variety 
differring very much from that of the Western. The 
ta in the Aphsad inscription is merely an open curve, with 
a wedge placed horizontally at the upper end of the curve; 
but in the Western variety, as in the ease of the Lakkha- 
mayf^Ua a semi-circle with a serif, which is 

attached to the curve means of a wedge. 

(IE) In the case of tka wc find the ancient Maurya 
form still being used in Northern India without any 
change. 

(13) In the case of da, we see that the letter consists 
of two small curves. In the last line of Aphsacj inscrip¬ 
tion, in the word Gatt^^na, we find a more archaic form, 
resembling the one used in the Allahabad pillar-inscription 
of Samudn^upta; the only difference being a slight 
shortening of the length. It may be mentioned in this 
connection that the word Gau4a is found for the first time 
in Indian epigraphy, .in the Aphsa^ inscription, where it is 



ORIGIN OF TEE BENGALI SCRIPT. 


stated that the PraansH was composed by Suksma-Uvay a 
native of the Gan^a country. * 

« 

(14) In the case of ^ha, we find the an^le changed 
into a curve. Cf. the form in the inscriptions' of 
Yasodharman. ® 

(15) In the case of a rmy we see that the baseline 
has become slanting, thus forming an acute angle ^ CV.e 
right lower extremity, and the left hook has become 
lengthened. In the case of the ligature nda^ the lingual na 
has acquired a distinctly modern form, consisting simply 
of two curves. 

(16) The lower right limb of <!«, which was already 
elongated in the Gupta period, becomes slightly curved 
and we find a wedge at the top of this letter. 

(17) In the cese of occurs only once and its form, 
there is very indistinct e.g, vimafhilo (L. 7), but here 
we find the upper part of the letter distinctly broadened. 
In ligatures on the other hand, we find the older 
form still prevailing e.g. in slha in knmhhadhali (L.l). 

(18) In dhttj the small arc has changed into a semi< 



(19) In the case of na^ we find that the looped form 
of the Early Gupta period has changed into one 
somewhat resembling the modern Nagaii one. The loop 
has become:— 

{(t) separated from the main body of the letter, 

(6) smaller in size, 

and (c) joined to the main body by a short horizontal. 

' t 

stroke. 


* An oarlier mention is to be found in the Haraha Insoription of 
Itenavarman of [Y. E.] 611, which has since been diacoTerod. 

* Bhhler’s Indian Falaeograpbf, pi. IV, X, 20. 
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(20) A still more cursive form is apparent in pa and 
the acute an^le lias become more pronounced. The fight 
limb shows further downward elongation. 

(21) In the Apbsad column of Dr. Biihler’s plates, 
pha has been omitted but it occurs among the ligatures e^. 
(lol. XIX, 45. It occurs many times and we have it 

in the 25th line of the Aphsad inscription :—Sphatikay 
aphara and sphural. 

(22) From this time onward we shall have to discard 
ba from the alphabet, as in Northern inscriptions, va took 
the place of ba and its occurrence is occasional. 

(23) In tlie Western variety of the early Gupta 
alphabet, the left hook of bha has changed into a solid 
wedge, and this wedge has developed into a hollow one, 
at the same time, separating the right limb of the letter 
from the ujiper part. So for all practical purposes, the 
distinction between ha and bha had ceased. 

(24) In ma the acute angle, observable in the western 
variety alphabet of the early Gujita period, develops still 
more strongly and causes a downwaTd elongation of the 
right limb,.-'. 

(25) We find two varieties of ya in the Apbsad 
inscription. In the first place, we have the bipartite 
form, with a clear acute angle at its lower extremity and 
in the second place, a later form, in which the acute angle 
is less prominent, but the downward elongated of the 
right limb has already assumed a settled from,. 

(26) In rOt we find for the first time, a pointed wedge 
or arrow-head, at the lower extremity, which is found 
earlier in inscriptions of the western variety e. g. the 
Lakkkamaudala Prabasli^ and the Bodh-Gaya inscription 


‘ Ep. lad., Vol. I, p. 12. 
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of Maliunaman. It is still more developed in tiie 
Aphsad inscriptions where it resembles a da of short 
stature. 

(^7) We find two forms of la also. In the fi^t 
case, the curve or hook in the left limb of the letter has 
been lengthened downwards with a very slight outward 
curve at its lowest extremity. In the second case, »we^jd 
the hook on the curve of the left limb, instead of being 
prolonged downwards, has acquired an inward length, very 
much resembling the modern N Sgari and Bengali forms of 
the letter. 

(28) The triangular m of the early Gupta period 
suffers the same transformation as the triangle at the 
base of Ma- Two sides of the triangle are converted 
into a curve, while the third side is lengthened. A 
wedge is invariably to be found on the top of the 
letter. 

(29) In ea, the upper part of the letter was a curve 
in the early Gupta alphabet, whether Eastern or Western. 
In the later western variety it changed to a 
rectangle. But in the Aphsaij insqp ^off; . »ayp find, for 
the first time, the upper part consists of a loop, 
while the right lower limb has been elongated upwards'. 

(30) We find three distinct forms of aa .— 

(«) The looped form which occurs in the Aphsaijl 
tiisoription alone (cf. Biihler's tables, pi. lY, XfX, 38). 

{(i) The form in which the loop is changed into a 
“ hollow wedge (cf. Buhler's tables, pi. IV, XVIII, 38). 

(c) In the third variety which is found exclusively in 
the Shahpur image-inscription of Adityasena, the apex of 
the wedge has separated and ceased to be a wedge. 
This form is found in the 6th and 9tli century inscriptions 
of north-eastern India. 
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(31) We find one form of ha^ and the only changes 
n<fticeable are the elongation of the curve or hook in the 
right litnb of the letter, and the introduction of the wedge 
at* the top and the slanting of the hitherto hovizontal 
base line. 

Ttie next inscription of the Eastern variety is the 
*l^eo-Baranark inscription of Jivitagupta II, the great- 
grandson of Adityasena. Most probably, this record was 
incised in the earlier part of the 8th century A. D. The 
following inscriptions of Eastern India may be taken as 
type-specimens for the 8th centiny A. D. :— 

1. The Deo-Baranark pillar-inscription of Jivita- 
gupta II. We have a certain date for Adityasena in the 
Shahpur image-inscription. Three full generations elapsed 
between him and Jivitagupta II. If these generations 
be taken to be short and to have covered fifteen years on 
the average, we arrive at the 8th century A. D. as the 
date of Jivitagupta II. Consequently it m^ be affirmed 
that the Deo-Baranark nillai’ - ^v a a ii ic f sed either in the first 
or the second decade-tfr the 8th century A. 1). 

a. Thq^ KhSlimpi ir gia nt of DharmmapRla, the 
year^'^ 

The Bodh-Gaya image-inscription of the time of 
Dharmap3>la, the year 26^. 

It is now quite certain that the reign of DharmmapSla 
fell in the 8th century A. D., because he was a contem¬ 
porary of — 

(i) the king IndrarSja or Indrayudha of Kanauj who 
is stated in the Harivaihsapnrana to have been living in 
the Saka year 705 s= 783 A. D.,® 


» J. A. 8. B., 1804, pt. 1, p. 53, pi. III. 

• Ibid, (N.S.) Vol. IV, p. 102, pi. VI.; Annual Rep. Airoh. Surrey 

1908.9, pp. 148.60. 

* Peterson’s 4th Rep. on the Bearoh for Skt. Mss. in the Bombaj 

Presy., pp. XLI and 178} Ind. Ant., Vol. XV, p. 141. 

' 7 
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(ii) a king named CakrRyudha^ whom he offered 
the throne of Kanauj, and who was defeated by the 
Gurjjam-PratlhSra king Nagabhata II, 

(iii) the Gurjjara-Pratlhara chief Nt^^abhata 11, for 
whom we have a certain date in the Buchkala inscription^ 
ofV. S. 872 = 815 A. O., 

(iv) the R5strakuta king Govinda IIP whose certain 
dates mnge from 794—813 A.D.® 

The Dco-Baranark inscription of JTvitagnpta 11 is in a 
bad state of preservation and the facsimile given in 
Dr. Fleet’s work has not been well reproduced, We 
find here the forms of initial vowels have not changed. 
Aa, gaj ca^ja^ ta, tha^ da^ day dha^ 7ia, Wia^ tna, and 
ha also have not changed. We find changes in the 
cases of — 

(1) VMy in which we find the right hook or curve 
further lengthened downwards, 

(2) in the casewe find a similar increase 
in the downward length with a very slight, almost imper¬ 
ceptible, curve at its lower extremity, 

(3) in thUf we find the top of the latter broi.dened, 
most probably due to the elongation of the ends of the 
wedges and of the use of long straight strokes 
of. yatha in (L. 14), 

(4) we find two forms of pa : {a) the older form, in 

which the acute angle is still prevalent; and {Jb) in which 
the acute angle, though present, is less remarkable and has 
given place to a downward elongation of the right vertical 
line e.g. in the ligature Hpa 


* Bpi. Ind., Vol. IX, p. 198. 

« J. B. B. B. A. S., Vol. XXII. No. LXI, p. 128. 
» Bpi. Ind., Vol. VIII, App. II, p. 3. 

* Bflblor*! Indian Palaeography, Bng. Bd., p. G3. 
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^ (5) in the ease of /«, we find the acute angle having, 
in cert^D cases, become too small end the right vertical 
straight line produced downwards, e.g. in kamala (L. 4), 
but in other cases, it retains the form of the Aphsai} 
inscription, e.g. valavi (L. 6.), 

(6) we find two forms of m also:— {a) the earlier, 
with a curved, toj) as in pammn'mahehvara (L. 3), and (5) 
the later form, which we find for the first time, and which 
resembles the 9th century form of the Dighwa-Dubhauli 
grant, ‘ 


(7) in sa the lower part of the left limb is cursive 
and projects beyond the vertical level of the left side of 
the letter. 


(8) the third variety of the dental m of the Aphsa^ 
inscription is used in all cases. 

The Bodh-GayS and Khalimpur inscriptions of the 
26th and 3*2nd year o f the reitrn ja ^**^hkrmapSla. most 
probably, were iugigednti the 9th and last decade of the 
8th century 

IiV^e Bodh-Gaya ^'Tnswipt’on of DharmapSla we 
fiirtfl-. 


1 three forms of ha : 

(rt) the ancient form with the round top as in 
Silahkidah L. 1, Kehava L. 2 and ^a^-vvmati L. 7, 

(5) the later form without the cross-bar as in Mahadevah- 
eaturmnkha and hreatha (L. 2), 

(c) the transitional with the lingering cross-bar, as in 
hreyase (L. 4) ; 

2 the cross-bar of the lingual sa going to intersect the 
acute angle at the bottom, instead of joining the right 
vertical line ; 

«i 


Sfihler'a Indian Palaeography, Eng. Ed., pi. XY, XXI, 30. 
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3 in ja the upper horizontal bar disappearing enti^ly 
and being substituted by a wedge. The middle horizontal 
bar is a curve and longer in size in one case {imahihhuji 
L. 7) and shorter in another {ujjvalasya L. 1); 

4 two forms of na : 

{a) the older looped form occurring in all cases except 
two, 

(6) the transitional form, between the Gupta shape 
and the NSgari or Bengali form, which we find in ahani 
(L. 9) and most probably also in khanita (L. 6); 

5 in nUf the base line almost disappearing in 
many cases, as in ptiiikarxbt and Vimu (L. 5) drammanam 
and mhasrena (L. 6), the base line finally perceptible in 
putrena (L. 2) j 

ft in huj the acute angle, at the lower extremity, 
more sharply defined. The characters of the KbSlimpur 
grant of Dharmnla^a, a^gar next, and in it we find some 
notable changes. 

I, Vowels. , . 

1. In ttf we find a broad top-stroke, for the firSt time, 
which makes, the resemblance of the letter, to the initial 
Bengali a complete. Of. ajani (L. 45). 

2. In a, we find, the length of the vowel is 
denoted, even in the case of the initial, by a full length 
vertical straight line, instead of a curve, attached to the 
lower extremity of the right limb. In the case of the 
medial, this form is to be found, in all cases, in the 
Bodh-GayS inscription also. For the initial form, cf. 
astd in li. 5. 

3. In the case of f, we see that the usual form is a 
wedge at the top with two circular dots below. Cf, the 
form imVa (L. 4). and iti (L. 7). 
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y. Consonants. 

1. retains the looped form^ bufc the acute angle at 
the j^ottom becomes more sharply defined. 

2. In kha^ we find the hook at the top, having 
become elongated, is converted into a left limb, which in 
*ce?iain cases e.g. in the Bodh-Gaya inscription, is projected 
further downwards than the right limb. In this inscrip¬ 
tion, the acute angle in the right limb, becomes still 
more sharp, e.g. nikhila (L. 20) and kkaln (L. 2.5). 


angle at the 


3. In ga^ we find the left limb has been sharply 
curved to the right, the extremity of the curve being 
occupied by the usual wedge. 

4. In gha wo have a broad top stroke, the left end of 
which is connected with the lower extremity of the right 
vertical line, by means of two curves. In fact, the base line 
of the 5th century ghuy consisting of a curve to the left and 
a slanting straight line to the right, has been transformed 
into two distinct curves, 
bottom has become 

5. %a oecii y^in ligatures only and has not changed, 
cf. Santy/^amanah, (L. 22y 

In cff, there is no other change, save the sharpness 
of the acute angle and the consequent decrease in the 
breadth of the letter. 

7. In cha also, there is little or no change, except 
the downward elongation of the vertical line, which forms 
a short tail, attached to the point or junction of the two 
circles, cf. ahaveceha (L. 20). 

8. Inya, we find remarkable changes. The lowest 
horizontal line consists of a hook, while the middle hori¬ 
zontal has been forced downwards ; the place of the upper 
horizontal line being taken by a wedge. There is very 
little difference between this form and the modem 
^BenggJyform of this letter. 
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9. Na is to be found in ligatures only, cf. sarvvgajiia 
(L. 1) where the reproduction is not very distinct. 

10. Another important modification is to be foiind in 
(a, where instead of the serai-circle, we find the letter 
consists of a top-stroke, a vertical straight line* attached 
to the right extremity, which forms the right limb, anf a' 
curve, attached to the left end of the top-stroke, by means 
of another curve. 

11. has changed from a circle into a semi-circle 
with a straight line attached to its both ends and slightly 
produced downwards, beyond it ; cf. hantJic (Ij. 23). This 
form is not to be found in the 9th and 10th century 
inscriptions. 

12. In ritf, we find that in all cases the older form is 
still prevalent. In no case we find the suppression of the' 
base *line, as wo do in some cases of the Bodh-Gaya 
inscription. 

13. In ///* on the right hand 

having a distinct tendency to becd^^^straight line. 

" 14. In tha, we find a more archaic fcuiOi-a.*! neither the 

top-stroke nor the broadening of the upper p^ist^ of the 
letter is perceptible. 

15. in the case of da^ we find further changes. The 
curve in the middle of the letter has been changed into 
a sharp acute angle and the slight curve at the bottom 
lengthened downwards. 

16. In dh»f we find no change, except the sharpening 
of the acute angle and the consequent shortening of the 
breadth. 

17. Another archaic form is that of nay which in all 
cases, shows the early Gupta looped form instead of the 
modern one. 

18. In pa, we find the acute angle has almost 
dii^ppeared and the letter consists of a top-shiilcg, « 
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vertical straight line, attached to its right end a curve 
attached to the left end of the top-stroke and the lower 
part of th5 vertical. 

k9. Pfta is denoted by the absence of the top stroke. 
It resembles a pa without the top stroke and a small curve 
attached to the upper part of the right vertical line, 
qL phani (L, 15). 

20. In/>//«, there is no change beyond the sharpening 
of the lower angle. 

21. In ma also there is no change save the dtercasc in 
the size of the acute angle. 

22. In ya the vertical straight line is slightly 
projected downwards beyond tlie point (*f the junction 
with the curve. 

23. In ra the arroM’-head (.i the wedge becomes 
distinct. 

24*. Another remarkable change is to le found in to. 
The base line of this lettei, which became slanting in the 
inscriptions of the later CjUpias of Iviagadha, has been 
entirely suppressed in the majority of cases. In this 
record the,lr»ok or curve in ^he left limb of this letter is 
attacheu^to the middle of the right vertical straight line 
by another curve and the letter becomes what it is in 
modern Nagarl or Bengali. It should be noticed in this 
connection that the older form is preserved in the sea 
where the base line is distinct. 

25. In t/fl, w'C find a similar downward prolongation 
of the right vertical straight line. 

26. In we find the loojMjd form in all cases. The 
later forms, used in the Bocih-Gayii inscription, are not in 
evidence. 

27. In so, we find the older form, in which the cross- 
bar touched the right vertical straight line, instead of the 
later form to be found in the Bodh*Gay& inscription. 



50 OBIQIN OF THE BBNGALl SCRtPT. 

*. * 

28. Sa retains the form which we find in the Deo- 
Baranark inscription of Jlvita-Giipta II without any 
change. 

29. The form of the letter is entirely changed in 
where we find the upper angle changed into a curve 
and the lower angle replaced by a short veHical straight 
line. So, the letter now consists of a wedge at the top, a 
curve below and two short vertical straight lines. 

Prom this point we have to recognise four different 
varieties in Northern alphabets :— 

(i) the Eastern, the development of which, we have 
to follow, in order to trace the origin of the Bengali script; 

(ii) the Central, which gradually developed into the 
modern NSgarl and the alphabet of the Southern Punjab 
and RsjputSnS; 

(iii) the ^SradH, which according to Btihler, “appears 
since about A.D. 900 in Kashmir and in the North- 
Eastern Puni^b( Kangra an 1 Chamba);”* 

(iv) the Norni-Western. The alphabet has not as 
yet, obtained proper recognition. It is to be fourd on the 
coins of the Hindu kings of Kabul or Ohind^ and in 
certain 9th or 10th century inscriptions disceyered by 
Sir Harold Diane, which have not been properly dealt 
with as yet”.® It may be termed the Trans-Indus 
alphabet of the 9th or 10th centuries A.D., which died 
away after the Muhammedan occupation of the country. 
It may be noticed, however, that it survived till the earlier 
part of the 11th century A.D., when we find it on the 
little known silver coins, with Sanskrit legends, issued by 
the famous conqueror, Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni.'* 

' B&hler’s Indian Palasugraphy, Bag. Ed., p. 67. 

* T. A.. Smith, Oat. of Goins in the Indian Mosonm, Tot. I, p. 246. 

» J. A. S. B., 1898, pt. I, p. 6, pi. VII 66. 

’ * S. L. Poole**, of Orient. Coins in the Brit. Mnseum, Vol. II. 
pp, 14Q.151, pi. VI. 
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From this point onward, shall have to conhne our> 
selvA to the development of-the Eastern alphabet only, and 
to compafe it with that of the eentral. This, again, will 
be celled Western, from the point of view of our observa¬ 
tion, for the sake of better distinction. In the earlier part 
of the 9th century A.D., the Gurjjai'a-Pratibaras founded an 
p:tensive empire in Northern India, which extended from 
BihSr in the East to the Punjab in the West and from the 
Himalayas in the North to Malvvaand Gujrat in the South. 
In Bengal, Devapala succeeded Dharmapala and kept the 
Psla Empire in tact. But his successors, VigrahapSla I and 
NErayanapala, were uot so fortunate and we find that the 
Gurjjara-Pratihara emperors wrested Northern and 
Southern BihSr from them. We know from three 
different inscriptions that Magadha or Southern BihSr 
was included in the dominions of the Emperor 
MabendrapEla : 

1. The Dighwa-Dnbbauli grant of MahendrapSla, 
V.E. 956=898 A.D.‘ 

!i. The RSm-Gaya inscription of MahendrapSla, the 
yearS.a ^ 

3. The Guiieria image-inscription of MahendmpEla, 
>he year 9.® 

The following inscriptions of the 9th century A.D. 
may be safely referred to the Eastern variety of the 
Northern class : 

1. The Munger grant of Devapfila, the year 32.^ 

2. The GhosrawS inscription of the time of 
DevapEla.'^ 

^ Ind. Ant. XV, p. 112. 

* Gunningham’B A. S. R., Vol. Ill, p. 123, No. 18. pi. XXXVII 

No. 6. 

• Ibid, p. 124, No. 14. 

♦ Afliatiok Beseiirobes, Vol. I, p. 123 ; Ind. Ant-, Vol. XXT, p. 264. 

• Ind. Ant., Vol. XVII, p. 80D. 
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3. The BSdal pillar Uscription of the time of 
Nftr&yanapEla.^ 

4. The Visimpad temple inscription of NarSyana- 
pSla—the year 7.* 

5. The Bhagalpiir grant of NSrSyanap^la—the 
year 17.3 

6. The DighwS-Dubhauli grant of Mahendramla- 
V. E. 1155.* 

7. The Eamgaya inscription of Mahendra])Sla— 
the year 8.® 

Out of these seven inscriptions the Hunger grant of 
DevapSla is of no use for Palssographical purposes, as 
its original cannot be traced, and it was published by 
the late Dr. Kielliorn from the eye copy reproduced in 
the first volume of the Asiatic!? Researches. The 
6ho8r3wa inscription is the only record whose characters 
may be taken to represent the North Eastern alphabet 
of the earlier part of the 9th century A.D. Dr. Buhler 
was certainly wrong in placing the alphabets of the 
Dighwa*Dubhauli grant of Mahendrapala and the Asiatic 
Society’s grant of Vin5yakap5la* before ••that of the 
Ghosrawa Inscription.^ The approximate date of the 
OhosiawS inscription is also wrongly given. It should 
be 800-900 A.D. instead of 850-950 A.D. Subsequent 
examination will prove that the Dighwa-Dubhauli grant 
is later in date than that of the Bhagalpur grant of 
NSrSyanapala. 


* Ep. Ind., Yol. 11, p 161. 

* Oauumgham’a A. 6. B., Yol. Ill, pi. XXXYl. 

• Ind. Ant., Yol. XY, p. 305; J. A. S. B. 1878, Ft, 1, pi. XXIY-XXV. 

* Ind. Ant., Yol. XV, p. 112. 

• Cunningham’s A. 8. R., Yol. Ill, pi. XXXVII, No. 6. 

• Btthler’s Indiscbe PalcBographie~Tafel lY, Cols. XXI A XXITI. 

» Ibid, Taf. V, Col. VI. 
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^The following oharaonristioa of the alphabet used in 
the Gh^iiilwR inscription may be noted :— 

I. In if the top stroke has not yet fully developed. 
There are two distinct wedges on the top of each of the 
limbs.. In addition to these there is a long narrow wedge 
at the lower extremity of the right limb. 

* 2. In the case of A also the top stroke has not yet 

fully developed. 

3. The initial short F consists of two circles or dots 
at the top, and a scroll like curve below. 

4. ^ has become a right angled triangle in form. 

5. still shows a wedge at the bottom of the 
left limb. 

6. Ca shows an increase in the breadth. 

7. Ja shows an archaic form in which the central 
horizontal bar is slightly slanting downwards and lower 
horizontal bar shows a small curve at the end 

8. In Ta the right limb is not shown and is archaic 
in form consisting of a 6emi*circle with a w^edge at the 
upper end.“» 

9. In Na the base line has entirely disappeared. 

10. Tka shows a broadening of the upper part and 
consists of a loop and a curve with an acute angle at 
the bottom formed by a side of the » urve and the right 
vertical straight line. 

II. Da shows a slanting downward stroke at its 
lower extremity. 

12. Dka also shows this stroke. 

13. Na shows the transitional form between the 
looped one of the early Gupta period and the NSgarl or 
Bengali one. The loop has separated from the main 
body of the letter. 
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14. Pa is very archaic Vn form. There is no curva¬ 
ture about it and the lower parVi shows two right angles 
instead of an obtuse and an acute angle. 

15. In Bha we se6 the slanting downward stroke. 

16. In Ma the loop is still absent. 

17. In 7a the acute angle has been entirely sup¬ 
pressed and with the exception of tlie breadth of the 
lower part of the letter we have the comj)lote Nagarl or 
Bengali form. 

18. The base line of La has been entirely suppressed. 
The hook or curve on the left is joined to the right limb 
by a short straight line. 

19. In Va the acute angle has given place to the 
elongation of the right vertical straight line. 

20. In Sa we find a wedge at the botoom of the left 
limb and the cross bar has become slanting while the right 
limb is projected upwards. 

21. In' the base line has again become horizontal, 
and the cross bar has slanted downwards. 

22. In Ha also we find a slightly archaic form as the 
acute angle has not as yet developed into a second dowm 
ward stroke. 

The archaisms found in the alphabet used in the 
Ohosi^wfi inscription may be explained in this manner. 
The GhosrSwfi inscrijttion represents the true epigraphic 
alphabet, in which certain letters are more archaic in form 
than those in the KhSlimpur grant of DharmapSla. The 
alphabet used in the Khslimpur grant represents the 
onrrent-hand-script of the later part of the 8th century 
A. D. and as such shows much later forms than the 
GhosrBwS inscription, which being incised on stone is an 
Epigraph proper of the 9th century. 
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We pass on to the rtSgn of NSrSyaiiapSla^ where we 
have two stone inscriptions/and a copper plate. The BidSl 
pillar inscription was found in North Bengal and the 
ViSnupad temple inscription, at Gaya in South Bihar. The 
copper, plate was also found at Bhagalpur in the latter 
province. In the case of Epigraphs proper we find that 
•*the alphabet of the Badal pillar, which is in the East is 
more archaic than that of the Gaya inscription of the 
West. The following points are worth noting in the case 
of the alphabet used in the Badal pillar inscription:— 


I. Vowels :— 

1. The top stroke is prominent in the case of A and 
the letter consists of a vertical straight line drawn down¬ 
wards from right end of the top stroke. A short straight 
line stands at right angle to the first one, at its centre, and 
supports a comma-shaped-curve at its extremity. There 
is a long thin wedge at the bottom of the vertical line. 

2. A is similar in shape, the length of the sound being 
denote<l by a second vertical straight line placed on the 
right of the first and drawn parallel to it. 


8. The initial I is denoted by a wedge at the top, and 
circles or dots below it. 


4. The initial U has not changed its form. 


5. We find two forms of E '.— 

(a) The first one is the triangular form—in which one 
of the upper angles has gradually become a right angle. 
The lower part of the letter shows the slightly curved 
downward stroke. 

(^) In the second form we find that it has ceased to be 
a triangle. The hypotenuse has snapped leaving a eurVe at 
the top of the vertical side and a part of it at the lower 
end. The resemblance to the modern Bengali form is now 
complete. Cf» the form in eva (L. IS). 
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II. Consonants 

1. In many cases there ilb no trace of an aotite angle 
at the lower part of Ka. The letter consists of a top-stroke, 
a vertical straight line with curving end drawn at light 
angles to the former, and a curve attached to the left side 
of the vertical, the upper part of which projects out on the 
right side and is then turned straight downwards. 

2. The base of Kka still consists of a triangle but the 
base line is not horizontal. The upper part of the letter 
which consisted formerly of a curve with a wedge or short 
straight line at its end now consists of a curve with another 
much smaller one as its extremity. 

3. In Ga the curve has a second one attached to its 
lower extremity and there is a slight tendency of projecting 
the vertical straight line upwards, beyond the point of its 
junction with the curve. 

4. There is a distinct tendency towards shortage in the 
breadth of the upper part of Gha. The other changes are 
the introduction of the top-stroke, the raising of the left 
curve above the level of the right one, the disappearance of 
the acute angle and the presence of the sli^tly curved 
downward stroke at the bottom. 

5. Ca has not changed. 

6. In Ja we find a much later form. The vertical 
straight line has now become a curve while the central 
bar or horizontal line has become transformed into a 
long slanting downward stroke. The top-bar has long ago 
been converted into a wedge. 

7. is found in ligatures. In one case we hnd that 
it resembles the modern Bengali form. Cf. ^ca in Kilicit 
(L. 28). 

8. We find two forms of fa :— 

’X“) KhSlimpnr 

grant in which there is a top-stroke, a right limb 
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consisting of a vertical str^ght line attached to the right 
end* of the top-stroke, and a left limb consisting of a 
semi-cir^e which is attached to the left end of the top- 
strokc by means of another slanting straight line. *Cf. 
MukutUnkita (L. 7). 

{b) The second form consists of a top-stroke and a 
semi-circle attached to the left end of it by a slanting 
straight line. The only difference between this form and 
the first one is the absence of the right limb. Cf. Vikata 
(L. 8). 

9. Tha consists of a plain circle up to this time. 

10. Jhi is to be found in Vdupa (L. 7) where the 
angular foi*m is found to have given its place to the archaic 
cursive one. 

n. In N(i we find that the base line is still intact 
but the left hook or curve has been transformed into a 
vertical straight line slightly curving towards the lower 
end. 

13. Ta has not changed but we find two different 
final forms :— 

(a) * Vidkivat (L. 10-11). 

(b) KiikU (L. 34). 

, 13. There is a perceptible narrowing of the upper 

part of Dha. 

14. In Na we find the modern Bengali form. The 

final form has also been used in the inscription. Cf. 

0 

Srt-man (L. 13). 

15. In pa we find a shortening in the breadth of the 
letter which makes its resemblance to the modern NSgarl 
form complete. 

16. In Pha the left limb consists of a curve which 
joins the right one at the lower extremity. The right 
limb consists of a vertical straight line and a hook or 
curve to the right attached to its upper end. 
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17. Bha has uot changed inuch. 

18. For the first time we i^nd that in Ma the base line 
is almost horizontal and there is a loop at the left end 
of ^the base line. The acute angle has been entirely 
suppressed. 

19. In Ya we also find a shortage in the breadth of 
the letter, which makes its resemblance to the modern 
Nftgarl form, almost complete. 

20. In La we have the archaic form with the slightly 
curved base line. 

♦ 21. In Va which does duty both for Ba and To we 

find that the acute angle has entirely disappeared and the 
letter now consists of a top stroke, a vertical straight line 
at right angles to the above, and a semi-circle attached to 
the left side of the vertical. 

22. We find four different forms of the palatal 
sibilant:— 

{a) The looped form in which the lower part of the 
left limb ends in a wedge. C/. Sakra (L. 1). 

(6) The looped form in which we find a small triangle 

I# 

at the lower extremity of the looped form. Sarkkara 

(L. 8). 

(c) The transitional form between the looped form 
and the Bengali one in which the letter consists of a 
vertical straight line on the right, to which is attached 
a curve by means of a very small horizontal straight line. 
From the left end of this curve, another curve which 
ends in a wedge, bangs downwards. Cf. Siva (L. 10). 

The modem Bengali form in which there is no top 
stroke. The letter consists of a vertical straight line on 
the right with a curved top and a curved line on the left 
the upper end of which meets the curved end of the 
right-limb and has a wedge at its base, (y, Saxt^ilya 

(t; 1). 
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£3. In the lingual Sa the breadth of the lower part 
has (fecreased considerably. 

24. Sa has not changed at all. 

25. Ha in all cases shows the later form of the llth 
and 12th century NSgar! or Bengali, in which the down¬ 
ward stroke which had taken the place of the lower acute 
angle becomes transformed into a curve. 

In the Gaya inscription we find that— 

1. Initial 7 has two different forms :— 

(fl) Two circles at the top and a scroll at the bottom. 
Cf. Ifi in L. 4. 

(Jb) A short horizontal straight line at the top and two 
small circles at the bottom. 

2. Kha has acquired the modern Bengali form, in 
which the letter consists of a vertical straight line on the 
right and the triangle which has now ceased to be so, as 
the apex has opened out, and the curve at the top. This 
curve at the top, and the transformed sides of the triangle 
form a new limb of the letter. The lower part of the 
curve at the top has again curved slightly inwards making 
the resemblance complete. 

3. Gha still retains the acute angle at the bottom. 
Cf. ifaranngka (L. 2). 

4. In we find that the vertical straight line on 
the right has entirely disappeared. Cf. the three instances 
in L, 2. 

5. Tha continues to preserve its ancient form. 

6. We find two forms of Pa :— 

(a) The more ancient form in which the angles still 
persist as in Pravala (L. 2). 

(5) The comparatively modern cursive form which is 
more abundant. 

7. Pha is to be found in ligatures :— 

Sphurad-amala (L. 1-2) and Sphuratu (Xj. 14). 
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8. In the ease of La we find important changes. The 
base line has disappeared and the letter consists of a 
top-stroke, a vertical straight tine at right angles to it 
and two small curves joined together which touch the 
left side of the vertical line. 

9. We find two forms of the ]>a]atal sibilant 8a 
here also:— 

(/i) The transitional form between the looped one and 
the more modern foi*m. This particular transitional form 
is earlier than that to he found in the Badal pillar in¬ 
scription, as here the loop is still present but nestles against 
the left side of the right vertical straight line. Cf. Seta 
(L. 12). 

(6) The other form is more widely used and is same 
as variety {d) of the BadSl pillar inscription. 

We now turn to the alphabet of the Bhagalpur grant 
which is the latest record of NarSyanapala discovered up 
to date* as it was issued in the 17th year of his reign. We 
find that in the alphabet of this inscription we have the 
Proto-Bengali forms almost complete:— * 

1. Vowels ;— 

1. Aw the complete Bengali one in which even tile 
short line joining the comma-shaped scroll to the right 
vertical line is slanting downwards instead of being hori¬ 
zontal as in the Bsdsl pillar inscription. Cf. Asir (L. 20), 
Abhitva{ta)mana (L. 35), A^ijfains^^ca (L. 36). The 
wedge has almost disappeared from the lower part of the 
letter. 


^ The labeat inscription of this prince is a votive record incised on 
the back of a small metal image found at Biuar. It records the dedi* 
cation of the image at Uddandapur in tho 54th year of the reign of that 
sovereign. This imago is preserved in the Luscutn of the fianpipa 
gahitya Pari$had of Calcutta. 
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2. A also has a similar form—tlie length being 
denoted by a second vertical straight line placed to the 
right of the letter as in the B^l^l pillar inscription. The 
A aftd A of the alphabet used in this inscription is almost 
the saipe as those used in the modern Bengali alphabet, 
the only differentia being the short vertical straight stroke 
in both letters joining the comma-shaped curve with the 
top stroke. 

3. Id the ease of initial / we find almost the same 
form as in the Badill pillar, i.e,. the wedge at the top and 
two circles or dots below it. The wedge however is modi¬ 
fied in form, having lost the upper side of the triangle. 
Cf. Ttt. (L. 47 and 50). 

4. In the initial we find a change after a long time. 
The letter now possesses a top stroke and^ the vertical 
straight line wliich had remained unaltered since the early 
Mauryya period now curves sharply to the left. Cf. Udxcin- 
dneha (L. 26). 

II. Consonants :— 

1. The triangle of Ka has become broader. 

2. 'shows the cureive Bengali form found for the 
firstwtime in the OayS inscription. 

3. Qhi lias lo4 its acute angle, become shortened in 
breadth at the upper part and the left curve at the base 
placed on a higher level than the right one. W e have a 
very close approach to the modern Bengali form in this 
instance. 

4. C(t also shows a distinct narrowing at the upper 
part, 

5. In Jo, we find that in some cases the centi’al hori¬ 
zontal bar of tlie earlier forms, which becomes almost a 
downward stroke in the Bildal pillar inscription, trans¬ 
formed into two straight lines, forming an obtu.se angle. 
In other cases this line becomes merely a curve. 
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6. In 'J^a we find that there is a short downward stroke 
from th ) riglit end of the top stroke which may be a ^elic 
of the longer stroke of the form used in the K*Kslimpur 
grant. 

7. In If a we find the proto-Bengali form consisting 
of two short curves joined on to the left side of a vertical 
straight line. 

8. Ta has changed its form after a long time. The 
letter now consists of a top stroke and a vertical straight 
line at right angles to it and a curve attached to the left 
side of the latter. The form resembles the NSgari one to 
some extent. 

9. In TAa the upper curve has become open showing 
the evolution of the Bengali form. 

10. In Dka also the upper part of the letter has in 
many cases opened. 

11. The iVh has in the majority of cases, the archaic 
looped form but the loop seems to be drooping or bent 
downwards. 

12. In Pa the upper part of the letter has narrowed. 

13. Pha also shows the decrease in the breadth of 
th^ upper part of the letter. 

14. Ma in all cases has the looped form. 

15. In La we find the final suppression of the base line. 

16. The Palatal Sa is in all cases of the looped form. 

17. We find two forms of the lingual :— 

(a) The first is the older form in which the breadth 
of the letter is the same in the upper as well as in the 
lower parts. Qf. SamS^St-akem, 

(5) The second is that in which the breadth of the 
upper part is considerably less than that of the lower. 
Samt^apat-Skeqa (L. 30). 

The BhSgalpur grant, being written in the current hand 

^ - 

script, shows forms much later than the Epigraphs proper 
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the Bsdsl pillar and YisuupSd temple inscriptions of the 
time ^fNSrRyanapIlla. The examination of the charaoters 
of the DighwS-Dubhauli grant of the Pratihara Emperor 
MahendrapSla have been included in this paper though it 
was issued from Mahodaya or Kanauj, because in the first 
place, the land granted was situated in the man^ala and 
bhukti of SrRvasti, in the second place because it was found 
in the village DighwR-Dnbhauli in the Sub-Division of 
GopRiganj, in the district of Saran of the Tirhiit Sub-divi¬ 
sion of BibSr, and in the third place because there are many 
Eastern variety forms in the alphabet used in it:— 

1. The narrow Ca. 

2. The cursive Ja. 

8. The later Ja of the BhSgalpur grant. 

4). The Proto-Bengali Tha. 

5. The looped Ma. 

6. The transitional 8a in which the loop nestles close 

to the vertical straight line. 

7. The late in which the cross bar slants downwards. 

The exceptional forms are those of;— 

(1) Af (2) Kha, (3) Gha, (4) Ta, (5) JVa, (6; Air. 

We have to admit then that the DighwS-Dubhauli 
. grant shows the use of an alphabet which is a mixture of 
the Eastern and Western, a fact not to be wondered at the 
land was situated on a border. In the Ilam^-GayS inscrip¬ 
tion of MahendrapSla (regnal yeap8=C.898 A.D.)* we 
have a similar mixture:— 

1. Saw of the transitional form and shows a triangle 
instead of a wedge at the lower extremity of the left limb. 

2. Ja shows the downward slanting of the central bar 
and extreme cursiveness of the lower one. 

8. Fa still retains an acute angle. 


Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
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4. Ma is looped in form but the lower horizontal liar 

n 

is perfectly so. There is no slanting. ^ 

5. La shows the horizontal straight line which joins 
the curve or honk to the right vertical stmight line. 

6. Na is of the looped form. 

7. Ha still shows an acute angle but at the same time 
exhibits a downward curve projecting from the lower angle. 

Few inscriptions have been discovered in Northern 
India which can safely be referred to the 10th century 
A. D. The reason for the absence of records is not far to 
seek. The period was a very troubled one and saw the fall 
of mighty empires. The vast fabric of t he Gurjjara-Pratlha- 
ra Empire, imperfectly welded together, was rapidly falling 
to pieces. Family discord, fanned into flame by neighbour¬ 
ing monarchs, rushed the decay of the Gurjjaras of Kanauj. 
In the far East the ancient Empire of the Pslas was fast 
erumbling away. The Palas were between two fires. The 
Gurjjara-PratlhSras in the West, and Mongoloid tribes from 
the North, were doing their best to annihilate them. We 
have seen that in the latter part of the 9th century MagatUia 
(South Bihar) and TlrabhMi (North Bihar) had been wrest¬ 
ed from the Pslas. South Bihar actually formed a part of 
the Gurjjara Empire. In the North there was a commo¬ 
tion among the Mongoloid tribes of the Sub-Himalayan 
regions. Perhaps it was the result of a movement among 
the Nomads of the Trans-Himalayan deserts, the last wave 
of which reached the NoHhern barrier of India. The 
force that was transmitted through the rocky barrier 
served to dismantle tlie tall fabric constructed by Dharm- 
ma^Ala. The Mongoloid tribes, dislodged from their 
submontane pastures descended into the plains and con¬ 
quered North Bengal. In 966 A.D. we find a king 
of Qauda, who professed the BrShmanical faith, but 
acknowledged descent from a Non-Aryan clan i^Kamboja). 
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There are only three short votive inscriptions and one 
coppei4^k^^ grant which can safely be referred to the 10th 
century A.D.:— 

*1. The Dinajpiir pillar inscription 888 + 78=966 
A.D.*. 

2. The Nalanda image inscription of Gop&la II—the 

year 1.^ 

«/ 

3. The Bodh-Gaya image inscription of Gopala II.® 

4. The Bangarh (Dinajpnr) grant of MahlpSla I.* 

The last one is included in this list because :— 

1. We know from the Imadpur image inscriptions 
that Mahipala I reigned at least 48 years.® 

2. We know from the Tirumalai inscription that the 
Northern conquest of KEjendra Cola I was completed before 
his 12th regnal year 2 .<?. 1026-4 A.D.® 

3. The SSrnEth inscription of MahfpSla I is most 
probably a posthumous one. So is the date V, E, 1083= 
1026 A.D. The brothers Stbirapala and VasantapSla 
probably finished the work started by MaliTpEla I. 

4. There is barely room for two syllables between the 

words and Iffuna, The second of these must be 

read PM, the first syllable in the name of the month 
Phulguna and so there can have been only one numeral 
to express the year. 

Consequently we find that the BEngarh (DinSjpur) 
grant of Mahipala must be assigned to the latter half of the 
10th century A.D. 

In the DinSjpur pillar inscription we find that:— 

t 

1. Tiie upper curve of Qa has given place to a straight 
line from the left end of which hangs a curved line ending 

* J. A. S. B. (N. 8.), Vol. Vtn, p. 610, pi. XV. 

* Ibid, Vol. IV, p. 106, No II, pi. VII. 

* Ibid, No. III. W. A. S. B. 1892, Pfc. 1, p. 82. 

» Proo. A. 8. B. 1881, p. 08. • Bp. Ittd., Vol. VII, p. 119-20. 
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in a wedge atid from the right end of which hangs a 
straight line at right angle to it. fy\ Qlynte (L. 2). 

C 

2. In Gha the curves at the low'er part have disappeared 
entirely and the letter consists of a top stroke, a vertical 
straight line hanging down from the right end of the iPormer, 
and a loop in the angle formed by these lines, which is joined 
to the left end of the top stroke and the lower end of the 
vertical line by two slight curves. Cf. Ghda (L. 3). 

3. Tn Ca the acute angle is still present but the upper 
curve has become a horizontal straight line. The letter 
has also gained in breadth. Cf. (’a (L. 1). 

4. In Ja we have almost the modern Bmgali form. 
The letter consists of a wedge-shaped top stroke, a right 
limb, the upi^er jiart of which is horizontal and the low'er 
part vertical and a left limb, which is as sha])ed curve. 
C^. KamvoJaiirajfuJena (L. 2). 

5. is perceptible in the ligature iifa and there is 
no difference in it from the modern Bengali form. 

6. In ^fi the only remarkable feature is the remnant 
of the right vertical straight line of the form of the 
Kbalimpur grant of DharmmapSla. ('f, Ghata (L. 8). 

7. fJa h cursive in form and consists of a wedge at the 
top and a S shaped curve below which is slightly different 
from the modern Bengali form. 

8. Ifa is exclusively Proto-Bengali in form. It 
consists of a top stroke, a right veitieal straight line and two 
semi-circnlar curves attached to one another, the right end 
of the right one of which touches the upper part of the left 
side of the vertical. Cf. Marggaxboguxba (L. 2). 

To, shows the later form consisting of a top stroke, a 
vertical straight line and a long slight curve attached to the 
upper pRrt of the left side of the vertical. C^, Glyate (li. 2). 




itpmf^ It Ad iU tlid 

dA4of idbdtfffd* l|« ^ , 

1^ iV!(t ii«« 1^ later form ootMdeti^ o| a to^ Jlti;^ 
arjglit rertle«l liae ao4 a loop in tlie a^le joldii 9 i| ta ^ 
left i^e of tba Utter t^r a short horUoAts^ Hao. 


1$. pa has the imMlero NSgmi form. (^, Pf&t^ 

(W). 

I4« Vtt shows no d^ereoee exoept the presonoe of 
the aeate aiMfU« 

^ 16« hk Ma m fiini a ehaoge after a long time. 

Utter eopsUts of a top 8troke> a right verlUal etrs^ghi 
limbi and a hmg narroir we^ge vrhieh U joined to ^ 
left side of the Vertieal '^liiie. Th» we^ seexad to 
faairebeen formed hf the dosing in of the id^es fopr 
portmg ^^obtnee and sente angles in Ifiecdd^lMu 

10, Jfn abows the looped form in wbi^ ibO Uamr 
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21. Ba does not occur. 

22. In Bii we find a diminution in the breadth of the 
lower part of the letter and a slanting cross liar. Of. 
Fargexia (L. 3). 

\ 

23. ^ In Sa the closing in of the sides has caused a 
fresh formation of the wedge. Cf. Prasado (L. 3). 

24. ha shows a top stroke—^the transformation of the 
upper angle into a curve, and the curved line below the 
lower angle. Cf. Craho (L. 2). 

The NSlandS (Baragaon in the Patna District) image 
inscription shows :— 

1. That in the west the older form of Bha was still 
being used, Cf, Paramahhaiiaraka (L. 1), and Bhattankd 
(L. 2) and 

_ 0 

2. That the later form of Ba is used in all cases: 
Ahvina^ Sudij Paramehvamy B)'t (L. 1), and FagUvarJ 

(L. 8). 

The Bodh-GayS image inscription also shows the 
exclusive,use of :— 

1. the older form of Bha 

2. the later form of Sa and 

3. the later Bengali form of Kha. Cf Khaclga (L. 1), 
DuKkha (L. 2). 

In the BSngarh inscription of MahlpSla^ we find the 
latest form of the 10th century alphabet of the North 
East. In this inscription we come across the pure Proto- 
Bengali alphabet for the first time which is further 
developed in another century.. We find that all earlier 
forms have gone out of use. The points to be 
noted are:— 

1. The initial ii still consisting of a wedge at the top, 
and twA dots or circles below. Cf, iv»aiko (L. 18). 


^ Bpigraphia Indica, VoU XllI, 



Tits BAfitERl} ALfHABEt. 


76 


\ • 

£. The BengiJi form of Kha in which the cursive left 
limh Joins the right vertical at its lower end as well as at 
the top. Cf. the instances in L. 27. 

S. The looped form of Gha, Of. the instances in L. 26. 

4. .The widened form of Ca. Of CaraTia (L. 24). 

5. The Bengali form of Ja in which the' lower curved 
line is extended upwards and makes the development 
complete. 

6. The older form of in which the residue of the 
right vertical line still exists. 

7. !pka shows a wedge-shaped vertical line for the 
first time. Cf. FUh-opalaih (L. 14). 

8. Na has the complete Proto-Bengali form. 

9. In Ta the left end of the curve was already 
widening in the DinSjpur pillar inscription but in this 
record it does not show the change. 

10. Tka does not show the opening of the upper loop* 

« 

Of. Parihivetidfan (L. 68). ^ 

11. Bha shows the prolongation of the vertical 
straight line.* Cf Saitdadhanah (L. 2). 

12. Na shows the slanting cross-bar between the loop 
on the left and the right vertical line. 

13. Bha yet shows the older form. 

14. Ma shows the slanting of the lower horizontal 
line which joins the loop to the right vertical. 

15. La shows the developed Nagarf or Bengali form. 

m 

16. 8a sho^s the later form in all eases and we do not 
find the looped or any of the transitional forms. 

17. We find the later form Ha in which there is a 
curved lit^e below the lower (now the only) angle. 

In the 11th century A.0., we find a fresh development. 
In Eastern India the gulf between the alphabets used in 
the Eastern and Western parts have become wider and 
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consequently we find N&garl from Benares westwards, and 
Bengali from GayS towards the East. We have very few 
inscriptions of the western variety. The PratihSras still 
lingered at Kanauj, a helpless prey of the Muhammadan 
invader and the proud Cari^ella Kajput. Tn Bengal 
the century saw the rise of a new Empire under Mahfpala 
I, the invasion of the Southern Conqueror Blijendra Co}a 1, 
the fight for supremacy with the Cedi kings GSngeya and 
Karnna, the final break up under VigrahapSla and Rama- 
pSla’s attempt to recover the lost supremacy. 

In the eleventh centurv A.D. we shall consider the 

k/ 

alphabets of four different inscriptions:— 

1. The SSrnath image inscription of Mahlpila 1, 

V. E. I083s=10i6 A. D.> 

2. The Krishna-Dwarika temple inscription of Naya- 

p&la—the year 15. ^ 

3. The TetrSwSn image inscription of RimpSla—the 

year 

4. The DeopErS inscription of Vijaysena.^ 

Besides these there are a number of records which need 
not be taken into consideration at present. Of MablpSla 
I.we have the Imadpnr image inscription of the 43th year 
and the Bodh-GayS image inscription of the 10th year.*^ 
We have another inscription of 15th year of Naya- 
pEla ill the temple of Karasiihha in the compound of the 
Vi§napid at Ghiya.® We have two certain inscriptions 
of the reign of VigrahapSla III:— 

^ Annual Bep. Arch. Surrey, 1903*4, p. 222, pi. LXIV. No. 4. 

» Ganningham's A.B.B. Vol. HI. pi. XXXYir. J.A.H.B. 1900. pt. 1.' 
p. 193 } Memoirs, A.S.B. Vol. V. p. 77, pi. XXV 

* J.A.S.B. (N.S:) Vol. IV. p. 109 pi, VII. 

* Ep. Ind. Vol. II. p. 307. & plats. 

* Cunningham’s A.B.B. Vol III. p. 132 No. 9. 

» J.A.8.B, 1900. pt. I p. 190. note 1. Mem. A.S.B,, Vol. V, p. ?B, nl 
XXVI. 
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(1) Tbe Aksayava^ inscri ption of the 5th year^ 
and (^Lthe AmgSchhi copper plate gi'ant.^ So also of 
the reign of RSmapSla we hs^ve the Cfaandimau image 
inscription of the 4^nd year.^ Bat these inscriptions are 
useless to us as trustworthy facsimiles have not been 
published or are not easily obtainable. The impression of 
the Krishiia-DwirikS temple inscription of NayapSla was 
obtained after a good deal of trouble through the kind 
services of Pandit Parameswar Dayal of 6ay§. 

In tbe SSrnSth inscription of MahTp%la I we find that 
a mixed alphabet has been used. There is not the slight¬ 
est chance of the entire alphabet being called NSgar!, as 
a comparison with the Benares grant of Karnnadeva, the 
Cedi ruler, would prove at once that the western variety 
of the North-eastern alphabet was something altogether 
different. 

The following are the peculiarities of the alphabet used 
in the SSrnSth inscriptioti of MahlpEla I:— 

(1) A in amAhya and I in Imna (L. 1) have tbe western 
variety form. In A. the comma shaped curve in the lower 
part of the left limb of the letter has lost its knob or head 
and has acquired the form of a semi-circle. 

('2) In I we find that the letter consists of a horizontal 
^straight line above the two dots below and under them a 
slight curve indicates the length of the vowel Of. IkAna 
(L. 1). 

(3) We find Eastern variety forms in Ha^ La, Na. 

(4) E in etaiii (L. 2) has the modern Bengali form in 
which the loop has opened. So also is Ja. 

* OunninghRm's Vol. 111. p. 132*38. Bfern. A.S.B. Vol. T. 

p.81, pLXXVII. 

^ Ind. Ant. Vol. XXI. p. 97. 

* Gunningham’B A.SJft. Vol. XI. p. 169. Aim. Sep. Aroh. Snrvej 
India. 191M2, p.Ii6i, pi. LXXII. fig. 8. 
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The alphabet used in the Krishna^DwSrikS temple 
inscription of the 15 tb year of Nayaplla, is the samb as 
that of the Narasiihha temple inscription of the Ibime of 
the same king and the Ak^ayavata inscription of the fifth 
year of VigrahapSla 111.^ With some modifications, it is 
used in the Satlghftt {Sitala temple) inscription at Gaya 
of the time of Yaksapala.^ Here we find that:— 

(1) A has the Bengali form, but the short vertical 
straight line, joining the comipa-shaped curve of the left 
limb, with the top stroke, is still present; Cf. ajata and 
manya (L. 5). 

(2) In A the length is denoted by a second vertical 
straight line ; Cf. akulaHi (L. 15). 

(d) There is no change in /, Of. iva (L. 1). 

(4) In U the inward curvature of the vertical line has 
disappeared giving place to a vertical line slanting, towards 
the left, at the end of which is a curve which turns back 
and nearly reaches the level of the top-stroke. 

(5) The Nagarl form of /> is prevalent in which the 

« 

triangle has not opened out as yet. Cf. ele (L. 8). 

(6) The acute angle is clear at the lower end of Ka. 

(7) We find a top stroke in Kha, Throughout this 
record the (HSgarl form of kha is still prevalent. 

(8) The upper part of Ga now shows a top stroke. 

(9) The looped form of Gha is used in all cases ) Cf. 
Slay ha (L. 13). 

(10) We find the same form of Ch as that used in the 
Dinejpur pillar inscription of the iSaka year 888. 

(11) In Cha there is no other change save the down¬ 
ward projection of the vertical line Cf.eehavi-cehayaih (L. 7). 

^ Facsimiles of these mscrfptions have sinoo been published in my 
memoirs on the PSlas of fieh^l, Mem. A.S.B. Vbl. Y. pp. 78*8^ pis. 
XXF.XXVII. 

* Ind. Ant. Vbl. XYI. p. 64. Mem. A.B.B. Vol. V. p. 60, pi. XXIX. 
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(li) In Ja we find that the curve to the right, the 
disapp eara nce of which make the development of the 
modernBengali form, complete, still continues. 

(•Ifi) has the fully developed Bengali form and is to 
be found in ligatures only, Cf. Kt^~ea (L. fi). 

(14) !^a still consists of a top stroke, a right limb 
which is a short stump of a vertical straight line hanging 
from the right end of the top stroke, and a left limb, 
which is a semi>circular curve, the upper end of which is 
attached to the left end of the top stroke by a short 
slanting straight line ; Cf. PaUila (L. 3). 

(15) In Tha we find the top stroke Cf. Patha-kramad 
(L. 3). 

(16) lu Dha we find that the letter consists of a top 
stroke and a scroll below ; praitdka (L. 9). 

(17) Na has the proto-Bengali form, the only special 
feature being the top stroke Cf. Bkv^anah (L. 5). 

(18) In Ta we find a broadening of the stroke in the 

extremity of the curve, which has once been noticed in the 
Dinajpur pillar inscription. » 

(19) The. upper loop or curve of Tha has not opened 
out as yetf 

(?<0) The angle at the back of Da has become sharper. 

(21) The upward projection of the vertical straight 
line continues without change, in Dha, 

(22) Na shows the Bengali form in which the line 
joining the loop and the right vertical straight line is not 
horizontal but is slanting downwards. 

(23) Pa has the NSgar! form, the only exception 
being the presence of the acute angle. 

(24) Pha has the Bengali form. 

(25) Bha shows the formation of the wedge due to the 
closing in of the sides. The lower extremity of the letter 
now curves inward and not outwards. 
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(26) The looped form of Ma is used in ell cases. The 
perfectly horizontal position of the short stra^ht ^ line 
which joins the loop to the right vertical lines shows that 
the letter belongs to the western variety of the North¬ 
eastern alphabet. 

I 

'(27) in Ya we 6nd the formation of the angle in the 
left limb. 

(28) The wedge shaped Ra continues without change. 

(29) The Bengali form of Ita shows almost complete 
development. 

($0) In fa the acute angle is still to he found in the 
lower part of the letter. 

(31) Ba shows a distinct top stroke over the two 
curves in the upper 'part of the letter. 

(32) Ba shows an angle in the left limb. 

(.33) In 8a we find that the open wedge has become 
solid. 

(34) Ha only is archaic in form. It does not show 
the curved line below the lower angle. 

The TetiSwSn image inscription of the 2nd year of 
BSmapSla is not in a good state of preservation. We find 
that in this inscription we have more instances of western 
forms than of eastern ones of the North-eastern alphabet:— 

1. The initial / consists of a horizontal straight line 
and below it two circles or dots. 

2. Ma has the Nfigarl form> as in the Krishna- 
Dw9nkB temple inscription. 

3. The scute angle is absent in Va, 

4. Bka shows the older form in all cases. 

5. fis is more advanced in form, e.y. in 

(E. 2). 
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come to the DeopSra inscription of Yijayasena, ^ 
where ^'^find the modern Ben^^ali alphabet, with certain 
exceptions in which the development of the form is still 
incomplete :— 

J. / ^vhe^e we find that the two circles have become 

joined together and ellipsoid in form.*'* 

3. (J where the inward curvature of the vertical is 
still to be seen.-' 

3. Ka does not show the acute angle.'* 

4. Qa shows a right angle at the top formed by the 
top stroke and the right vertical straight line.*^ 

5. Na vshows the modern Bengali form in the 
ligature.'’’ 

ti. Va has the NagSrl form, the hollow triangle at the 
lower extremity is still to the left.*' 

7. Ja shows the transitional form. ■ 

8. Ta shows the transitional form in which the top 
stroke and the straight left limb on the right, have com¬ 
bined to form a curve.” 

9. Da still shows the inward curvature of the vertical 

t 

line as in TJ. 

10. Na shows the absence of the top stroke that its 
development is not yet complete.'-' 

IL. Da shows a curve at the back and is transitional 
in form.* ^ 


' Epi. lud. Vol., T, p. .^07. 

* Biihler’s Indian Palaeof?raphy, pJ. V. XVIII. 3. 
> Ibid, pi. V, XVITI, 6. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XVITI, 10. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XVlIl, 12 

* Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 14. 

" Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 15. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 20. 

» ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 24. 

*« Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 27. 
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12. Dha shows the absetiee of the horn which (jharac- 
terises the modern Bengali form. ^ 0 *^- 

18. iVa shows that the short line joining the loop to 
vertical line is still horizontal.^ 

14. Pa shows the transitional form.^ 

15. La has a peculiar forin> resembling La which is 
still found in some cases in modern Bengali Manuscripts 
where la is denoted by a dot placed under na. 

The development is more or less complete in the case of 
the following letters;— 

1. A where the line joining the comma-shaped curve 
to the top stroke has become slanting instead of being 
perfectly vertical.** 

2. A is absent but we can derive it by adding a verti¬ 
cal straight line to the right of A. 

8. In modern Bengali E shows a further elongation of 
the base line towards the left, than that in the DeoparS 

4. The development of 0 is full and complete.*' 

5. Kha shows the modern Bengali form as found in 
the Bhagalpur grant. The only change needed to perfect 
it, is the formation of an acute angle at the bottom.^ 

6. The development of Gha also is complete^ save the 
eliiiiination of the curve to the right, above the loop and 
the junction of the upper part of the loop to the left end 
of the top-si^ke.^ 

■ " ■ ■ ■ . . . . . I 1,1 I , .1,1 . . I 

» Ibid, pi. y, xvnt, as. 

» Ibid, pi. r, xviit, 

» Ibid, pi. V, XTIlt, 30. 

• Ibid, pi. V, XVllt, 1 . 

• Ibid, pi. y, xVili, 7. 

• lUd, pi. y, xviri, 9. 

» Ibid, pi. y, jcviii, 11. 

• pi. y, xtin, 1^. 
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7. Cha |ilso is complete.* The depression of the circle* 
has gi]fen the letter modern form and the opening of the 
curve ^e right at the lower end would complete th)B 

development. 

♦ 

8. In Jha the upper part of the limb was eliminated 
later, forming the modern shape.^ 

9. occurs in ligatures only’* but it has the fully 
developed Bengali form. In fact the modern Bengali 
form, as has been already shown, developed much earlier. 

10. Dha has the same form as that to be found in the 
Krishna-DwarikS temple inscription.^ 

11. Ta shows the fully developed form. The hook 
with the extended head, having become shortened, has the 
form of a knob. The only change in subsequent centuries 
was the upward elongation of the curve at the lower 
extremity of the letter.® 

12. In Tha we find a transitional form^ which 
almost acquired completion. In subsequent centuries we 
find the elimination of the wedge at the lower extremity 
of the vertical line and the formation of an acute angle. 

13. Pha has acquired the modern form about a centjury 
ago.’ 

14*. In we find the almost completely develop^ 
form.^ The only change in subsequent centuries is a 
curvature of the solid wedge and an upward elongation of 
the lower extremity. 

15. Ma shows the complete development.* 

» Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 16. 

® Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 18. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 19. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 23. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 26. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 26. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 31. 

* Ibid, pi. y, xvm, 88. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 84. 
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16. In Ya the only change needed to complete the 

development is the formation of an acute angle'at the 
bottom.* ^ 

17. In -Pff the solid wedge at the lower extremity,* 
becomes hollow, in fact a triangle, in later years. 

18. In f^a we find a semi-circular curve,* which is 
attached to the vertical line. In subsequent years this 
again becomes a triangle.^ 

19. The left limb of sa has become shortened in length. 
The only change needed is the formation of two loops at 
the end of the left limb and the suppression of one of the 
two curves in the upper part. 

20. In also we find the form^ almost completed. 
The only change needed is the formation of an acute 
angle at the bottom. 

21. The final development of the form of 5a is to be 
found in the DeopSrS praaaati.^ 

22. We find the transitional form of Ila in this 
record. The subsequent changes are the formation of a 
knob instead of the curve to the left, in the upper part of 
the letter,^ and the addition of a top stroke. 

In the twelfth century we come across a number of 
historical events. The Giaharwars or Gshadavalas made 
themselves secure at Kanauj. In the East, the power of 
the PSlas, declined gradually. Their dominions in Bengal 
were gradually acquired by the Senas, and in BihSr by the 
GaharwSrs. In this century we find the completion of the 

‘ fbid, pi. V, xvm, 36. 

» Ibwl, pi. V, XVIII, 36. 

a Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 88. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 39. 

• Ibid, pi. V, XVIII, 40. 

• Ibid^ pl. V, 41, 

* Ibid, pl. V, XVIII, 42. 
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development of the modern Bengali script with exceptions 
o^a few letters such as:— . 

(H) jR, (-2) Rij (3) ca, (4) e/ia, (5) ta^ (6) ritf, (7) bAa, 
, (8) and (9) Ha. 

the hnal changes in which took place after the 
Muhammadan conquest ot Northern India. 

In this century, it will not be necessary to consider 
these alphabets used in the different inscriptions, as our 
narrative of the development of the Bengali alphabet is 
almost complete. We shall, simply, note the changes in 
the forms of the letters as they pass through this period. 
Again, with the extension of the Oaha^avSla Empire 
towards tlie East the eastern limit of the use of the western 
variety of the North-Eastern alphabet also extended east¬ 
wards in the century. In the l^aka year 1059-1137 A.D. 
we find the western variety in the Govindpur (near Nawada 
in the Gaya District) stone inscription of the poet 
Gangadhara^ which is now in the Indian Museum at 
Calcutta. Again in the 4th decade of the thirteenth 
century of the Vikrama era we find the western variety 
in the Bodh-Gaya inscription of Jayacchandra.” The 
alphabet of these inscriptions is altogether different 
from that used in the DeopSrS prasadi and other eastern 
variety inscriptions of the North-Eastern alphabet, so that 
it is unnecessary to enter into an analysis of it. The 
further development of the alphabet will be shown from 
the specimens used in the following inscriptions:— 

(1) The MSndS inscription of the time of GopSla 111. ^ 

(2) The Kamauli grant of Yaidyadeva.^ 

^ Ep. Ind., Vol. 11, p. 833. 

* Meqi. A. S. B., Yol. Y, p. 109, pi. XXX, 

» Proo. A. S. B. 1881, p. 172, pi. YIll. 

* Bpi. Ind., Yol. II, p. 360. 
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(3) The Torpondigfai grant of liiJk^inai^asena. * 

(4) The Dacca image inscription of lAk^mat^asena—^ 

the y.ear 3.® •> * 

(5) The Bodh-Gayi inscription of Asojka^lia^tke 
La-sarih 51 = 1170 A.D.® 

(6) The G^Sdhara temple inscription of V. B. 1232 = 
1175 A.D.4 


(7) The alphabets used in the Manuscripts of Panca- 
kara^ Yogaratnamala awl Gahyavali’-vivrti written in the 
37th, 38th, and 39th year of the reign of GovindapSla, «.e., 
1198-1200 A.D.S 


' Epi. Ind., VoL XIII, p. 8. 
a J. & P. A. 8. B., Vol. IX, p. 290, pi. XXIV. 

^ Cunningham's Hahabodbi, p. 78, pi. XXV111 A. 

♦ Cunningtiam’B A-S.R., Vol. HI, p. 126, pi. XXXVIII; Mem. 

A.8.B.. Vol. V, p. 109, pi. XXVIll. 

» Bendall’s Oat. Skt. Mbs, in the Univ. Liby., Cambridge, pp. 188.190, 
No. 1609, Mil. 



CHAPTER IV 

T]i« I'lnal tldvelopment of the Alphabot. 

t 

I. Vhw6h 

(1) i 

(a) In the MSndS inscription, the line joining the 
comma shaped curve to the top stroke, is still intact; atid 
that joining it to the right vertical stilt horizontal. There 
is also a long narrow wedge at the bottom. €f. Atika 
(L. 8). 

(d) In the Kamauli grant the top stroke has given 
place to a wedge, at the line joining it to the curve being 
suppressed. The wedge at the bottom has opened at the 
top.* 

(c) In the GladSdhara temple inscription, which has 
been very slovenly executed the comma-shaped curve 
toiiches the right vertical but the line joining it to the 
top Stroke has not yet been suppressed. AnSkSri 
(L. 6). ' 

{d) In the Cambridge Manuscripts the wedge at the 
bottom and the line joining the comtna-shaped curve 
are still present.^ 

These two were not dropped until the present time. In 
a ^knskrit inscription Written in Bengali Characters of 
daka Ift66~lt44 A.D, found at Kai^kkyd> in the Gauhati 
District, Assam, wC find that though the wedge at the 
bottom has disappeared, the line between the curve and 
the top stroke is still present. Vf. Ami^takthpi^a»ya 
t t. 14). _ 

* BaUer’s InCiwi P«l«o|rnq>h7, pi. Y, XIX, 1. 

* rwd, pi. Ti, i, i. 
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2 . A :— 

« 

(a) The straight line to the right of which ^eilotes 
the length of the vowel, is joined to the main body of the 
letter by a short slanting straight line in the Kamauli 
grant.* ' 

{6) The wedge is present at the bottom of A in the 
Torpondighi grant, and the line joining the main letter 
to the right hand vertical is not slanting but vertical, in 
fact a prolongation of the top stroke. The line joining ' 
the top stroke to the curve seems to be suppressed, (y. 
Angirasa (L. 41). 

(c) In the fiodh-GayS image inscription of the Slst 
year of the era of Laksmanasena, the comma has become 
a semicirlar curve and the line joining the curve to the 
top stroke is present. The vertical line denoting the 
length is joined to the main body of the letter 
by producing the top stroke towards the right. Cf. 
A~ca7hdrarkka (L. 9). 

(li) In the GadEdhara temple inscription of the time 
of GovindapSla (?) we find that both the wedge and the 
joining line between curve and the top stroke, are present. 
(y. Acmdrarka (L. 11) and Ahvina (L. 12). 

(e) The form used in the Cambridge Manuscripts is 
exactly similar to 

3. i:~ 

(n) The peculiar form of the initial short 1 used in 
the Kamauli grant is certainly abnormal, as Dr. Biihler has 
already remarked :— “ But the I and 1 of plate V, 3, 4, 
appear to be Southern forms; compare plate VtT, 3,IV-VI.”® 

(5) In the Torpondighi grant the short / consists of 
a top stroke with a wedge at its left end and a vertical 
straight line drawn downwards at right angles to it from 

* Ih^, pi. V, XIX, 2. 

* im, pi. vx, X, a. 

* RiA, p. 69. 
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the r^ht end, two circles below the wedge, and another 
curve b^o\v them. iva (L. 13) and iha (L. 55). 

{c\ We find an almost similar form in the MSndS 
inBcript^n. viz.^ a wedge at the top, two circles below 
it, one oh each side and finally a comma below them. 
Cf. iti (L. 4). 

{A) We find the modern Bengali from in the Bodh- 
Ga^a inscription of Asokacalla. Cf. Hi (L. 5). 

(<?) In the Manuscripts from Cambridge we have the 
transitional form, which is the same as that used in the 
DeopSrS pramsti.^ 

The changes between the transitional form of the 
DeopSra pram^fi and the Cambridge Manuscripts and the 
final one of the Bodh-GayS inscription of Asokacalla 
are nut easy to trace with the materials at present at 
our disposal, but they can be guessed with a tolerable 
degree of certainty. First of all the loop on the right 
in the transitional form became detached to the bottom 
and was produced below. Then the loop on the left 
gradually became smaller until it disappeared altogether 
or became a dot. The righc limb then gradually assumed 
a vertical position. We find the fully developed form in 
the 15th century in a Bengali manuscript of Arabia- 
Kiritana of CayyAtdoBa which is certainly not later than 
the 15th century A. D. Cf, Kaile (L. %). (See photo of 
fol. 179.) 

4. J:— 

(a) The initial form of the long / is very rare. The 
form used in the Kamauli grant of Vaidyadeva is certainly, 
of southern origin.^ 


12 


» /5fa,pl. VI, X,3. 

• Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 4. 
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(fi) fhe length of the vowel is denoted in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts by a slanting straight linew placed 
below the short I, * 

5. 17.— 

(а) The form used in the Kamauli grant shows *1 hollow 
wedge instead of the top-stroke, the inward curvature of 
the vertical line, and the shortness of the terminal curve. ^ 

(б) The form of the letter in the Torpondighi grant is 
not much different. Here the top stroke is a very short 
horizontal line instead of the wedge. uAAaft (L. 51). 

(c) In the Cambridge Manuscripts we find the develop¬ 
ment almost complete. The only change needed is the 
addition of the curve placed in the modern form above 
the top stroke.® 

This stroke we find fnr the first time in a Bengali 
Manuscript of iSsntideva's Bodhi-car^Uvatara written at 
VenngrSma in the Burdwan District in V.K. 149*2=1436 
A.p. which was discovered by MehamahopSdhyaya Hara 
Prasada Sastrl, C.I.E., in Nepal. We find this U in L. 1 
of the last page (66) in the word Koccha-uccha. 

6. U is of very rare occurrence and is to be found in 
' the Cambridge Manuscripts only where we find that the 

length is denoted by the addition of a second curve at the 
bottom.* The only addition in later periods was the 
Ggrved stroke above the base line which seems to have 
been made about the same time as that in the short one. 

7. jR is, also, of very rare occurrence and we find it 
for the most part in manuscript records 

(a) It occurs in the Kamauli grant, where it consists 
of a triangular oa, with a wedge for its top stroke and a 

* Ibid, pi. VI, X, 4. 

• Ibid, ]pl. V, XIX, 6. 

• Ibid, pi. VI, X, 5. 

* Ibid, X, 6. 
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vertical straight line to the right, which is joined to the 
main*body of the letter by a slanting straight line.‘ 

(^) If is of course to be found in the Cambridge 
Manuscripts where we find the wedge transformed into a 

otns^ e.^ 

In later periods the triangle, in the left limb, opens 
at the top, and finally a curve is added to the top of the 
open side. The right limb decreases in length and mounts 
upwards. 

8. Ri is very seldom found. We find it in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts, where it is formed by adding a 
short curve to the foot of the short R.^ In later times 
the addition which denotes the length of the vowel be¬ 
comes angular. 

9. L is to be found in the Cambridge Manuscripts 
only where it is a reversed S.^ 

10. Li is also to be found in the Cambridge Manu¬ 
scripts where the length is denoted by the addition of a 
curve placed below.'’ 

The very rare occurrence of L and Li makes it impos* 
sible to trace, the later changes in their forms. 

11. In E the Bengali form was developed long ago 
and this was continued without change :— 

In the MandS inscription in era (L. T). 

{b) In the Kamauli grant. ^ 

(c) In the Madanap3^a grant of Visvarupasena,^ in 
etoamai (L.'4). 


> Rid, pi. V, XIX, 7. 

* Ibid, pi. VI, X, 7, 

Rid, X, 8. 

« Rid, X, ft. 

‘ im, X, IO.“ 

* ,Rid, pi. V. XIX, 7. 

* B.980 X J. pt. p. l.S. 1. 9, pi. I. 
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{(i) In the Bodh-GayS inucription of ASokacalla in 
eva (L. 

(<?) In the Gaya inscription of the Gadadhara temjile 
in eva (L, 8).* 

(/) In the Cambridge Manuscripts.® * 

12. Ai is of very rare occurrence and is to be found 
in its initial form in the Cambridge Manuscripts only 
whem we find the complete Bengali form.^ 

13. 0 

{a) It occurs in the NaihStl grant of Vallalasena® 
Cf. Ova»u (L. 17). 

(i) and as a matter of course in the Cambridge 
Manuscripts.^ 

14. The initial form of An is, also, of very rare 
occurrence. It is to be found in the Cambridge Manu¬ 
scripts.^ The only change in the later periods is the 
elimination of the lower part of the left limb. 

15. Avih shows the modern Bengali form :— 

{a) in the Kamauli grant f 

(4) in the Cambridge Manuscripts.'** 

In other records the amsvara is a dot or a circle 
placed on the line :— 

{a) The Bodh-GayS inscription of Asokacalla. 

. (4) The GadEdhara temple inscription. 

(c) The Torjxmdighi grant. 


» Bpi. Ind., p. XXVIII 
» Mem. A. 8. B., Vol. V. p., 109, pi. XXVIll, 

■ B&bler's Indian Palmography, pi, VI, X, 11. 

* Ibid. pi. X, 12. 

* Baftgiya>S5hitya Parisad'Fatrika, Vol. XVI, p. 238. 

* Bfihler’a Ind. Palmograiidiie, pi. VI, X, 13. 
f ibid, X, 14. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 38. 

* Ibid, pi. V, X, 16. 


f 
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16. /Ift, shows the old form even iu modern Bengali, 
k has the form of 8 in the Dacca inscription/ praiiathile- 
tih and in the Cambridge Manuscripts.® 

II. Consonanta. :— 

• - ,1. Ka :— 

(n) In the Kamauli grant we find the older form 
of ka in which the acute angle at the bottom has not 
reappeared.® 

{h) The reappearance of the acute angle. is to be 
observed in :— 

(/) The MandS inscription.^ 

(tV) The Tor|)ondighi grant.® 

{Hi) The Dacca image inscription .J 

{iv) The Bodh-GayS inscription of A^kacalla.'^ 

(?;) The Gadadhara temple inscription at Gaya.* 

But in these records the left limb or back of the letter 
remains cursive. The angularity of this part, which 
shows that the development is final is to be found in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts.® 

^ The development of Kha was almost complete in 
the llth century A.D. In this century we see that in the 
majority of cases, with the appearance of the acute angle 
at the bottom the development is complete :— 

(1) In the Kamauli gi*ant.‘® 


‘ J. and P. A. S. B., Vol. IX, p. 290, pi. XXIV. 

* Ihidf pi. VI, X, 51. 

* IhiA, pi. V, XTX, 10. 

* Mein. A. S. B., Vol. V, p. 102, pi. XXX. 

» Epi. Ind., Vol. XII 

• J. A P. A. S. B., Vol. IX, p. 290, pi. XXIV. 
Epi Ind., Vol. XII, 

• Mem. A. S. B., Vol. V, p. 109, pi. XXVIII. 

• Ibid, pi. VI, X, 16. 

10 IWd, pi. V, XIX, 11. 
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(2) In the Torjwndighi grant in Khalu (L. 22). 

(«S) In the Gadsdhara temple inscription in Bhi^Ko- 
fteva (L. ll). 

(4) in the Cambridge Manuscripts.i 
. The only exception is the Bodh-Gaya inscripI bieB* " 
of Adokacalla, in Lakhvana (L. 12). 

3. In (iUf the only change needed, was the elimina¬ 
tion of the right angle, at the right end of the top stroke 
and the substitution of a curve for it, as well as the up¬ 
ward elongation of the vertical line :— 

{a) In the MSndS inscription we find in one case that 
the right angle is still present, p<trabhago (L. 1) and 
in another that the transformation has taken place 
Brlmadgopala (L. 3). 

(6) Tbe transformation is complete in the case of the 
Kamatili grant.^ 

(c) The Torjiondighi grant shows the retention of the 
right angle. 

(d) The letter is incomplete in Gttrava (L. .5) of the 
Bodh-GayS inscription of Agokacalla, though the right 
angle has disappeared. 

' (<?) The Gadsdhara temple inscription shows both 
forms. Cf. Govindapala (L. 3) and galarajye as well as 
Gagaya’fi^ (L. 4). 

(/*) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the completely 
developed form.® 

4. Gha : — 

{a) In the Kamauli grant the development is not yet 
complete.^ 


» I5W, pi. VI, X, 10. . 

* Indlsohe PaheograpliM, pi. V, XIX. 
» Ibid, pi. VI, X, IT* 

* IhH. pi. V. XIX. IR. 
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^ (6) The Torpondighi grant shows an improvementi 
as 4he^ left limb is a curve to the left and not to the right 
when it touches the top stroke, (y. K^ettr-angha 
(L. 10-11). 

(f) We find the development completed in the Bodh- 
Gayajmage inscription of Asokacalla, e,g., Raghava (L. 7) 
Siihghala (L. 9-10) and Smhgha (L. 10). 

{d) The development is also shown to be completed 
in the GadSdhara temple inscription at Gaya. Cf. high, {v)l 
(L. 8), Ragkavah (L. 10). 

(e) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
transitional form, which is almost similar to the form used 
in the Kamauli grant.* 

5. Na is very rare in use and its initial form cannot 
be found at all. 

6. Ca is one of the letters the development of which 
was completed long after the Muhammadan conquest of 
the country. 

(a) In the Manda inscription Ca consists of a wedge 
as the top stroke, a vertical straight line at right angles 
to it and a curve to the left, semi-circular in shape, the 
ends of which touch the vertical line. This is in fact a 
modification of the Ca of the DeopSra prasasti. Cf. vUl and 
viradta (L. 1). 

(d) In the Kamauli grant the letter is almost similar 
where we find an angle in the curve. ^ 

(c) The form used in the Torpondighi grant is almost 

the same as that in the DinSjpur pillar inscription and the 
DeopSrS ; Cf. Cakra (L. 4).® 

(d) The form used in the Dacca inscription shows the 
next state of transition, where the letter consists of a top 

* Ibid, pi. VI, 18. 

• Ibid, Tafel V, XI?, 16. 

» Ibid, XVIII, 16. 



96 


ORIGIN OF TUB BENGALI SCRIPT. 


stroke, the vertical line which curves to the left, and ,a 
second inward curve joins the lower end of the vertical* to 
the point of its junction with the top stroke. Gf* Cavi^devl 
(L. a).» 

{e) The same form is used in the Bodh-Gayl im^e 
inscription of ASokacalla. Cf. acanclrar*kkam (L. O).'-* 

( /') The GadSdhara temple inscription of GayS shows 
the use of the same form.; Cf. caturAdma (L. 4).® 

(y) There is no change in the form of the letter in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts. 

(^.) In the Bengali manuscript of the Bndhicnr^avafarn 
we find the next transitional form. The form used in the 
word Bodhicari/avataTa (L. 2 of fol. 66) shows that the 
straight part of the vertical has become a curve, which has 
swollen out on the right side and not on the left. Conse¬ 
quently the left curve has almost become a vertical 
straight line. 

{i) In the next stage we 6nd that the left limb is only 
slightly curved, while the former vertical line has become 
very much cursive and has swollen out to the right. Cf. 
Cai^tdasa (L. 1) in fol. 179 of Can^idSsa’s KrsnaktrUantr. 

The next stage is the conversion of the left limb into 
a vertical straight line, an event which happened sometime 
after the I5th century A. D. 

7, Cha is not of common use and is very often to be 
found in ligatures :—* 

{a) In the Kamauli grant we find the same form as 
that used in the DeopSrt prakasti.^ 


» J. and P.A.S.B., Vol. IX, p. 290, pi. XXIV. 

* Bpi. Ind., Vol. XII, p. 

» Hem. A.aB., Vol. V, p. 109, pi. XXVIII. 

* Ihid, pi. VI, X, 20. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 16. 
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{b) We find the same form in the Torpondighi grant. 
CJ^ J^u^ihacchid-atyantiki (L. 4) and Catulutm-’dvacchinna 
(L. 36).^ 

»(c) There is no change in the form to be found in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts.^ 

(jA') The modern Bengali form is to be found in the 
Bengali manuscripts of the Bodhicaryavatara written in 
V. S. 1492 in the word Koccha-w;cha (L. 1) of fol. 66. 

8 . • 

{a) The form of Ja used in the MSndS inscription is 
transitional. Cf. rmmafijarl-pimjarlm (L. S.)® 

[b) The Kamauli grant shows the fully developed 
western variety form, with a wedge for its top stroke.** 

(e) In the Torpondighi grant we find another transi¬ 
tional form in which the vertical has not as yet become 
perfectly straight. Cf. Makdrdjddhirdj^ (L. 23) but the 
fully developed Bengali form is also to be found, Cf. 
Srlmaj^Jayaskandhavarat (L. 23).® 

(d) We find the transitional form in the Bodh-Ga 3 ra 
inscription of Asokacalla. Cf. Maharaja (L. 3) and ItSjd~ 
naih (L. 6).® 

(e) The same form is to be found in the Grays inscrip¬ 
tion of the GadSdhara temple, (f. Kdja (L. 15).^ 

(/) The form used in the Cambridge Manuscripts 
shows the shortening of the right limb. ® 

" Bpi. Ind., VoL XII, p. 8, pi. 

* Ibid, pi. VI, X, 21. 

® Mem. A.S.B., Vol. V, p. 102, pi. XXX. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 17. 

* Bpi. lud., Vol. XII, p. 9. 

* Ibid, p. 29. 

’ Mem. A.S-B., Vol. V, p. 109, pi, XXVIII. 

* Indisohe Palseogicaphie, Tafel VI, Vol. XI, 22. 


13 
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{g) In the Bengali manuscript of the Bodhicaryavatara 
we find the Bengali form, the only difference beinj^^ the 
shortness of the right limb. Cf, Kuje (L. 3) of M, 66. 

The full development of this letter also was completed 
after the 15th century A. D. 

{h) The completely developed form is to be found in 
the Kamakhyft minor temple inscription of the t§aka 
1666=1744 A. D. in L. 4; in the word Kajjala, 

9. Jha is to be found very seldom. 

{a) In the Kamauli grantdts form is very peculiar.^ 

{b) The letter does not occur in the Cambridge 
Manuscripts. 

10 . 

(a) In the MSnda inscription this letter is used in 
ligatures where it has the peculiar form of initial A, the 
loops on the right being absent. C/. Krtajna (L. 6). 

{b) In the Kamauli grant we have the iiniidied 
Bengali form in the ligature 

(<;) The complete form is also to be found in the Bodh- 
GayS inscription of Aiokacalla in jlidna (L. 4). 

{d) In the GadSdhara temple inscription at GayS, the 
iurm of the ligature iica is the same as that used in the 
modem Bengali alphabet. Cf. mulaiU:a (L. 8) and 
palUiokam (L. 14). 

(e) In the Cambridge Manuscripts the form is entirely 
different, which may be due to western influence. 

11. fa:— 

(a) In the MSndS inscription of this letter consists 
of a wedge as the top stroke and scythe-shaped curve 
below it. Cf» KoUra (L. 2). 

(5) In the Kamauli grant fa seems to have been 
produced by an abnormally strong development of a 

T~ ^ Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 18. 

»IMd, ifl. V, XIX, w. 
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* Nepalese hook * with a serif at the end, placed above the 
aaclh^t round ta which is represented by the second lower 
curve on the left.”^ But the form seems to have been 
devalo{)ed independently from that used in the Khilimpur 
grant of DharmmapSla. 

(c) In the Torpondighi grant we find a transitional 
form, consisting of a curve joined to the top stroke by 
a second one on the left side, and another joined to the 
right side of the top stroke. Cf. Mahahmimtalika (L. 27). 

{A) The form used in the Bodfa-GayS inscription is 
peculiar and is formed from the western variety. Cf. 
bhatta (L. 7). 

{e) The development is complete in the - 15th century 
when we find the modern form kutnmbika (L. 1) of fol. 
66, of the Bengali manuscript of Bodhicaryavatara. 

( 12 ) Tfta 

{a) In the Kamauli grant the development is not clear 
as the letter is found in the ligature niha.^ 

(5) The form in the Torpondighi grant is not clear for 
the same reason. Cf. amiqthayine (L. 42). 

(c). The archaic form of the Manryya period is used in 
the Gadadhara temple inscription of Gaya. Cf, CaddhhTii^- 
maihe (L. 7). 

(<#) The modern form is to be found in the Cambridge 
Manuscripts in the ligature but the older form 

continued to be used till at least the 15th century as we 
find it in the Bengali manuscript of the * BodHearydvaidta. 
Cf. fhahira (L. 2) of fol. 66. 


> Mid, p, 69. 

* Mid, id. V, XIX, 21. 

• Ibid, pi. VI, X, 26, 
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18. Ba 

(a) The M3nd3 inscription shows the ti^nsitional 
form in which the curve at the end has not fully deve¬ 
loped. Cf, Aidadeva (L. 6) and Kri(lati (L. 7). ' 

{b) The Kamauli grant shows the use of the older 
form in which the vertical line has got a curve to the 
left in its middle.^ 

(c) We find a similar form in the Torpondighi grant 
in nicad^ahdra (L. 83). 

{d) The Dacca inscription shows the finally developed 
Bengali form in the ligature in (D. 2). 

(e) In the Bodh-GayS inscription of the time of 
Adokacalla we find the modern form of the ligature nda 
in Pavk^ita (L. 5). 

(/) We find by the partly complete form of this 
letter in the Gadadhara temple inscription of GayS in 
Ballano (L. 6) ; and SodLas-aiva (L. 8). 

The only change needed to complete the development 
is the lengthening of the curve at the foot of the vertical 
straight line. 

14. Dha is also rarely met with :— 

{a) In the Kamauli grant it has the form of a Ta of 
the M&ndS inscription.^ 

{b) In the Torpondighi grant we find the letter two 
or three times ; uUara^ka-vajDa (L. 3fi) bhumy-adha (L. 33) 
and in these cases we have the same form as that in the 
Kamauli grant. 

The extreme rarity of this letter makes it difficult for 
us to trace the changes in it. The only change needed is 
the straightening of the curve to the left. 


* IBtd, pi. V, XTX. 22. 
X1X|28. 
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16. Na is one of those letters in which tiie develop- 
merft^was not complete till the 15th century A.D. In 
most of tlie inscriptions we find the Proto-Bengali forms 
which resembles the modern Bengali letter la minus the 
top stroke :— 

t 

(a) In the MSndS inscription where the letter is a 
curve with a straight line on the right and a small 
vertical line bisecting the curve. This form is the precur¬ 
sor of the modern Bengali form. 

{b) In the Torpondighi grant. 

(c) In the, Kamauli grant where the vertical line is 
projected slightly beyond the point of its junction with 
the left limb. 

(/?) In the Dacca image inscription. 

{e) In the Bodh-Gaya inscription of A^Sokacalla. 

(/) In the GadSdhara temple inscription of GayS. 

{g) In the Cambridge Manuscripts. 

{h) In the Bengali manuscript of the BMicaryavatara 
written in 1435 A.D. 

The final development is very clearly shown in the 
Bengali manuscript of CandldEsa^s KrsnakirUam where 
on (ol. 179 we find both the transitional and final forms. 
The transitional form between the Proto-Bengali one and 
the final Bengali form is the one in gane and sunaha in 
L. 1 where the bisecting vertical line in the curve of the 
MandS inscription, seems to have become a horizontal cross 
bar. The final form shows the elimination of this cross 
bar in Sui^aka, L. 3. 

16. Ta:-- 

(a) In the MandS inscription we find the transitional 
form in which the left limb is curved and the broadening 
of the top is changed into a knob. The only difference 
between this form and the Froto^Bengali one is the 
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carvatare of the ri^ht limb, which in this one turns to the 
right and not to the left. ^ • 

(i) In the Kamauli grant the Proto-Bengali 'form is 
used but the knob is absent. ^ 

(c) Torpondighi grant shows a further development, 
viz ,,: the lengthening of the right curve. 

(d) The same form is used in the Dacca image inscrip¬ 
tion. 

(e) The Bodh-GayS inscription of A^kacalla shows 
the transitional form of the Kamauli grant. 

(if) This is also the case of the GadSdhara temple 
inscription of Gaya. 

{ff) The final development is to be found in the 
Cambridge Manuscripts.^ 

17. 

{a) The Mandfi inscription shows the use of the 
archaic form in which the upper loop has not as yet opened 
out. Cf, prathita (L. 4). 

(i) The Kamauli grant shows the use of the modern 
Bengali form.^ 

(c) In the Torpondighi grant we find the transitional 
form. Qf, (L. 36). 

(d) . The fully developed modern Bengali form is to 
be found in the Bodh-GayE inscription of Adokacallai 
qf„Tam (Ji. 1). 

(e) The Cambridge Manuscripts also show the modem 

form.* 


* IMA, pi. V, XIX, 2B. 
» Ibid, pL VI, X, 80. 

> Ibid, pi. r, XIX, 86. 

* It«, pl.VI,Xi 81. 
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18 . J)a :— 

In the MSndS inscription the older form with the 
curved back. 

(d) In the Kamauli §rant we find the same form.* 

(t*) • The same form is to be found in the Dacca 
Image inscription along with the completely developed 
modern form. For the older form see deva (L. a) and for 
the modern one see Ddmodra (L. 1). 

(d) The Torpondighi grant shows the use of the 
older form. 

{e) We find the modern Bengali form in all cases in 
the Bodh-GayS inscription of Ajiokacalla. But in the 
BodhoGaya inscription of ASokacalla’s brother, DaSaratha, 
incised in La-mih 7 4?=1198 A.D. we find the older form 
in all cases. ^ 

if) This is also the case with the GadSdbara temple 
inscription of GayS; Cf. Govindapdla (L. 3) and Dvivedah 
(L. 5), but the older form persists in ligatures, e.g.^ nda 
in Govinda (L. 3) and rdda in caiurddam (L. 4). 

(ff) Thd Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
older form. ^ 

19. Ma ;— 

(a) In the MSndS inscription we find the use of the 
older form in^ which the slanting straight line has not 
as yet been added to the top; Pddadhuli (L. 4}. 

{b) In the Kamauli grant we find that this addition 
has already been made.^ 


^ IHd, pi. V, XIX, 27. 

* BaAgiya SShitys Parisad PatrikS, Yol. X7II, p. 216. 

* Bfibler*8 Ind. Falssographie, pi. YI, X, 32. 

« Ibtd, pi. Y, XIX» 28. 
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(c) In the Torpondighi grant we find the fully de¬ 
veloped form. Cf, Tndrayudham (L. 1). 

9 > 

{d) This is the case in the Dacca image inscription. 
Cf. Adhikfia (L. 1). 

4 

(e) The Bodh-Gaya inscription of Adokacalla "Shows 
the use of the older form the only exception being that in 
Bharmma (L. 1). 

(/) In the Gadadhara temple inscription of GayR 
the modern form is used in all cases. 

(y) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
older form.* 

20. Na 

(a) The MSnda inscription shows the modern form 
with a wedge for its top stroke. 

{b) The peculiar form of the Kamanli grant is due 
to a defect in the facsimile—the line joining the knob 
to the right vertical, being faint, has not come out 
well.® 

{c) The modern form is to be found in all cases in the 
"Torpondighi grant. 

(d) This is also the case with the Dacca image 
inscription. 

(e) The same form is used in the Bodh-GayS inscrip¬ 
tion of Afiokacalla. 

(/) This is also the case in the GadRdhara temple 
inscription of GhsyS. 

(y) The Cambridge Manuscripts clearly exhibit the 
use of the modem form.^ 


» Ihid, pi. VI, X, 88. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 29. 
> Ibid, pi. VI, X, 34. 
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We find a transitional form in the MSndS in- 
scriptiom in «vhich the acute angle has reappeared and in 
which the curve in the left limb has a short inward 
•curve. Srtmad-Gopala (L. 8). 

{b) This inward curve in the outwardly curving left 
limb is still more pronounced in the Kamauli grant.* 

(c) The same form is used in the Torpondighi 
grant. 

{d) The Dacca image inscription shows the use 
of the modern Bengali form for the first time in 1122 
A.D. {i.e,i year 8 of the LakmanasaUhvatsara). Cf. 
Prati^thitetih (L. 2). 

{e) The modern form is used in all cases in the Bodh- 
OayS image inscription of Asokacalla. 

(/) The GadSdhara temple inscription of Gaya shows 
the use of the older form. The influence of the western 
variety may also be looked for in this case. 

(y) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of the 
transitional form of the Torpondighi grant.* 

22. Pha :— 

(a) The Kamauli grant shows a peculiar form which 
has nothing in common with the modern Bengali onoi 
which latter is angular and was fully developed in the 
11th century A. D.* 

(5) The transitional cursive form is used in the 

Torpondighi grant. <?/• phani (L. 1). 

(c) The form used in the Bodh-GayS inscription of 
Asokacalla is very slovenly incised, but it is the modern 
Bengali form. Of<‘ phala (L. 5). 

» 

^ md, pi. VI, X, 36. 

• Ibid, pi. V. XIX. 31. 

14 
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{d) The modern form is used in the GadSdhara temple 
inscription of Gaya. Cf.. phalam (L. IS). c 

23. Ba need not be discussed separately ae its form 
is the same as that of Va. 

24. Bha :— 

(a) The archaic form is used in the M3nd& insdription. 
Cf. pa/rabhago (L. 1). 

(^) This is also the case of the Kamauli grant. ’ 

(c) The same form is used in the Torpondighi grant. 

(<?) This is the form to be found in the Dacca image 
inscription. Cf. tabhradahana (L. 2). 

if) The modern form is met with agaiu in the Bodh- 
GayS inscription of Asokacalla. 

(y') The same form (modern) is used in all eases in 
the GadSdhara temple inscription of GayS. 

(g) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the further 
development of the modern form.*-* 

{k) The completed development is shown in the Bengali 
manuscript of the Bodkicargavatara, Bobhabh ir-mmandi>aganiu 
(L. 1) of Photo A. 

26. Ma 

, (a) The MSndS inscription shows the use of the modern 
form. Cf. mu^aratah (L. 3). 

{(f) The Kamauli grant shows the use of the NSgarl 
or the western variety form.® 

(c) The Torpondighi grant shows the use of the modern 
form. 

id) This is the case also in the Dacca image inscription, 
(e) The same form is to be found in the Bodh-GayS 
ineoription of Aiokocalla. 

* Ihid. XIX, 83. 

» Ihid, pi. VI, X, 88. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 84. 
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• • 

(^) The GadSdhara temple inscription shows the use 
of th> we|ttern variety form. 

(ff) The Cambridge Manuscripts show the use of a 
slightly archaic form. * 

26. . Fa :— 

{a) The modern form is used in the MSnda inscription 
in Bvepvaya (L. 3-4). 

iji) The Kamauli grant shows the use of a cursive 
form in which the acute angle has not reappeared.® 

(c) The modern angular form is used in the Torpon- 
dtghi grant. 

(«?) The modern form is also used in the Dacca image 
inscription in ^ri-Narayanena. 

(e) The form in tlie Bodli-Gay3 inscription of ASoka- 
calla is almost the same—the difference being a slight 
cursiveness. 

(/*) The cursive form from which the acute angle is 
absent is used in the GadSdhara temple inscription of 
Gay3. 

{p) The complete development is shown in the Cam¬ 
bridge Manuscripts.'* 

27. Ra 

(a) In the Manda inscription the archaic arrow- 
headed form of Ra is used. 

{})) The modern triangular form is used in the Kamauli 
grant. ^ 

(c) The same form is used in the Torpondighi grant. 

(r/) This is also the case in the Dacca image inscrip¬ 
tion. 


‘ Ibid, pi. VI, X, 39. 

* Ibid. pi. V, XIX, 36 
» Ibid, pi VI, X, 40. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 36. 
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• I 

{e) The form used in the Bodb-GayS inscription of 
Asokacalla is similar but slightly cursive. , * 

(/) The western variety form is used in the Gadadhara 
temple inscription of GayS. ' 

(y) The modern form minus dot is to be found* iit the 
Cambridge Manuscripts.* 

In later periods we find that a slanting cross bar in the 
interior of va denotes ra as in modern Assamese :— 

(1) Manuscript of CancjildSsa’s Kr^a-Klrttanay fol. 
179, Mnllararagah (L. 1). 

(2) Niranta in L. 4 of the KSmakhyS minor temple 
inscription of ^aka 1666=1744 A.D. 

28. La 

{a) In the MSnda inscription we 6nd two forms of La. 

(i) The modern Bengali form as in GopSla (L. 8) j 

and, 

(ii) The archaic form in which the base line is still 
present, galavasah (L. 8). 

{b) The Kamauli grant shows the use of peculiar 
12th century form of La which is also found in the 
DeopftrS and the Tetrawan image inscription of 

the second year of B^Smapala. The form of this letter 
18 the, same as the Ta of modern Nagari.* 

(c) The modern Bengali form is used in the 
Torpondighi grant. 

{d) The peculiar shaped form is to be found in the 
Dacca image inscription. 

(e) This is also the case with the Bodh-GayS inscrip¬ 
tion of Asokacalla. 

(/) The same form is used in the Gadftdhara temple 
inscription of GayS. 


pi. VI, X, 41. 

• Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 87. 
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f * 

The modern Bengali form is to be found in the 
Caiffbric^e Manuscripts.' 

The ^a-shaped form of /a still survives in Bengali 
^wfa«re a dot is put under na to denote la. 

•• 28 L ra ;— 

(а) The form used in the MSndS inscription shows 
that the back of the letter is still cursive and not angular. 

(б) The same form is to be found in the Kamaiili 
grant. 

(c) This is also the ease in the Torpondighi grant. 

(d) The same form is to be found in the Dacca image 
inscription. 

(<?) The Bodh-Gaya inscription of ASokacalla also 
shows the same form. 

(/) This is also the case with the GadSdhara temple 
inscription of Gaya. 

(y) The final development is to be found in the form 
used in the Cambridge Manuscripts.*'* 

30. Sa :— 

(а) In, the Manda inscription we have almost the same 
form of Sa as that used in the I Ith century records, 
the difference lying in the curvature of the left limb to 
the right as in ^a. Cf, t'rdam (L. 6). 

(б) We have a similar form in the Kamauli grant, but 
here the upper part of the right vertical shows no 
curvature.® 

(<j) The Torpondighi grant shows the use of the 11th 
century form with a wedge at the lower ^lart of the left 

limb. <7* (^- ^)* 


‘ Ibid, Vol VI, X, 42. 

» Ibid, pi. VI, X, 48. 

» Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 29. 
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» » 

(d) The Dacca image inscription shows the use of 11th 
century form with a short horizontal line instead 

a wedge at the bottom of the left limb. (L. 1). 

(e) The Bodh-GayS inscription of A§okacalla shows^ a 

• 

short leftward curve at the lower part of the left limlv * ■ 

(/) The same form is to be found in the GadSdhara 
temple inscription of Gaya, where we notice a shortage 
in the height of the left limb. 

iff) We find a transitional form in the (/ambridge 
Manuscripts where we find that the height of the left limb 
has diminished and we find a sejmrate curve joined to the 
lower end of it. ‘ 

This separate curve gradually evolves into two small 
circles of the modern Bengali. The development of this 
letter was not complete till the expiry of the 15th century 
as we find the Cambridge Manuscripts form in the Bengali 
manuscript of the Bodhicaryamfdra. Cf. mdi and subham 
(L. of fol. 66. The Bengali manuscript of CandidSsa’s 
Kr^akirttana shows the completely developed form for 
the first time. Cf. ^olasata (L. of fol. 179. 

31. iSai— 

{a) The modern Bengali form is used in the MandS 
inscription. Cf, mii^aratah (L. 8). 

(6) The form of the Kamauli grant is a little more 
cursive.® 

(<?) We find the Bengali form in the Torpondighi 
grant where the acute angle has not as yet reappeared. 

(d) The form used in the Dac(^ image inscription 
found in the ligature siAi of prati^kitetih (L. 2) is similar 
to that of the Torpondighi grant. 


* Ibid, pi. VI, X, 44. 

• Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 4a 
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The Bodh-Gaya inscription of ASokacalla shows 
■thj^^ise of the western variety form. Cf. (Ij.I). 

(/) * The same form as that of the Bodh-GayA in- 
scrmtiou is to be found in the GadSdhara temple inscription 

of,«fea^a. 

{jf) The complete Bengali form is used in the Cam¬ 
bridge Manuscripts.* The form used in the Bengali 
manuscript of the Kr^naklrttana shows that there was 
no change in subseciuent centuries. Cf. Sola§ata ‘(L. 6) of 
fol. 179. 

•52. Sa :— 

{a) In the MandS inscription the wedge in the left 
limb of the letter is still hollow and open. 

(6) The form used in the Kamauli grant is peculiar 
as it shows the suppression of the upper part of the left 
limb. In the lower part of the same limb we still find 
the hollow wedge.® 

(t:) The hollow open wedge is also to be found in the 
form used in the Torpondighi grant. 

(d) The same form is to be found in the Dacca image 
inscription. 

(e) The form used in the Bodh-GayS inscription of 
A^okacalla is similar. 

. (/) The same type is used in the GadSdhara temple 
inscription of GayS. 

(y) Tile Cambridge Manuscripts show the final 
development of the form of this letter with the solid 
wedge.* 


1 Ibid, pi. VI, X, 46. 

• Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 41. 
> Ibid, pi. VI, X, 46, 
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33, J7a 

(a) The MSndil inscription shows the transitbui!.! • 
form in which it is not yet possible to write the ' letter at 
one stroke of the pen. Cf. tasy-ahaih (L. 4). 

{b) The Kamauli grant shows the use of the an^haic 
9th or 10th century form.' 

(c) A transitional form similar to that of the MSndS 
inscription is to be found in the Bodh-GayS inscription 
of ASokacalla. 

{d) The form used in the GadSdhara temple inscrip¬ 
tion is similar. 

(<?) The form used in the Torpondighi grant is the 
11th century one, earlier than that of the Deopara 
prakaftti. 

(/) The form of the Cambridge Manuscripts is elso 
a transitional one, similar to that of the Bodh-GayS in¬ 
scription of ASokacalla and the Gadadhara temple inscrip¬ 
tion of Gaya.^ 

The development of this letter was not complete even 
in the middle of the 15th century A.D. as in the Bengali 
manuscript of Bodhicart/Uvatjira written in 1435 A.D. 
we still find this transitional form of Ila. The change 
must have been completed afterwards as the finally 
developed form is found in the Kfsxt,aMrtta»a of 
Can4^ddia. (^, Hatha (L. 6) in fol. 179. 

* Ibid, pi. V, XIX, 42. 

» Ibid, pi. VI, X, 47. 










